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DECLARE

MY NAME IS JOHN DESTEFANO AND TODAY I FORMALLY DECLARE MY CANDIDACY FOR GOVERNOR OF CONNECTICUT. AND, WITH YOUR HELP - WE CAN MAKE THAT HAPPEN. 

WITH YOUR HELP, WE CAN TAKE BACK THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE AND RESTORE CONNECTICUT TO ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE AS THE BEST STATE IN WHICH TO LIVE, WORK AND DO BUSINESS.
LET ME STATE CLEARLY ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT WHAT THIS CAMPAIGN IS ABOUT. TOO MANY MIDDLE CLASS AND WORKING FAMILIES ARE BEING SQUEEZED. MY CAMPAIGN IS ABOUT CREATING ECONOMIC GROWTH, JOBS AND FINANCIAL SECURITY FOR ALL PEOPLE.

DURING 12 YEARS OF REPUBLICAN LEADERSHIP, CONNECTICUT HAS FALLEN FURTHER AND FURTHER BEHIND. I PROMISE TO MAKE CONNECTICUT NO. 1 AGAIN. 

BIOGRAPHY
I KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF HARD-WORKING FAMILIES. I COME FROM ONE.

MY DAD WAS A NEW HAVEN COPY; MY MOM, A HAIRDRESSER.

I WENT TO UCONN WHERE I MET KATHY KUBASEK – WE HAVE BEEN MARRIED FOR 26 YEARS. KATHY IS A TERRIFIC KINDERGARTEN TEACHER AND THE MOTHER OF OUR TWO BOYS. DAN IS A SENIOR AT UCONN AND JAMES IS A SOPHOMORE AT PROVIDENCE COLLEGE.
WE HAVE LIVED IN THE SAME HOUSE ON JUDWIN AVENUE FOR OVER 20 YEARS.

I HAVE LIVED IN NEW HAVEN ALL MY LIFE.

NEW HAVEN

ALL THAT I AM – STARTS IN NEW HAVEN.

OVER THE PAST 13 YEARS, THROUGH SHEER TENACITY AND HARD WORK, WE HAVE DONE THINGS IN OUR CITY THAT OTHERS WOULD NOT HAVE DREAMED POSSIBLE.

WE TOOK ON TOUGH PROBLEMS IN A CITY THAT MANY HAD GIVEN UP ON, AND WE TURNED IT INTO ONE OF AMERICA’S GREAT COMEBACK STORIES.
BY WORKING TOGETHER, BY NEVER GIVING UP, AND BY REFUSING TO ACCEPT FAILURE, WE HAVE DONE AMAZING THINGS FOR OUR FAMILIES:

· CRIME CUT BY 40 PERCENT ;
· HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION UP BY 60 PERCENT ;
· AN EXCITING 24 HOURS A DAY DOWNTOWN ;
· AND EVERY DAY, 1,600 KIDS FROM 21 SUBURBAN TOWNS COME TO NEW HAVEN 
TO ATTEND OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ;
· WE HAVE REBUILT OUR HOUSING STOCK AND ATTRACTED HIGH TECH JOBS 
AND BUSINESSES. 13 YEARS AGO THERE WAS NO PFIZER, NO IKEA, NO 
ADVANCED MOLECULAR COMPANIES. 

MY VALUES – HONESTY, INTEGRITY, FAIRNESS, PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND COMPASSION – COME FROM THESE REAL LIFE EXPERIENCES. FROM MY PARENTS. FROM MY CITY. FROM MY CATHOLIC FAITH.

I BELIEVE THAT WHEN PEOPLE REMAIN TRUE TO THEIR BELIEFS, ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE. THAT IS WHO I AM. THAT’S MY STORY. BUT IT’S THE KIND OF STORY THAT IS GROWING INCREASINGLY OUT OF REACH FOR CONNECTICUT FAMILIES.

MIDDLE CLASS SQUEEZE
THE FACT IS THAT SOME PEOPLE IN CONNECTICUT ARE DOING VERY WELL.  PEOPLE WITH GOOD-PAYING JOBS AND FOR WHOM PROPERTY TAXES ARE NOT A BURDEN. AND THAT’S FINE.  FOR THEM, HIGH-QUALITY HEALTH CARE AND EXCELLENT SCHOOLS ARE NOT A CONCERN.

I BELIEVE SUCCESS OUGHT NOT TO BE PUNISHED. BUT I ALSO BELIEVE THAT PUBLIC POLICY SHOULD NOT EXCLUSIVELY BENEFIT THE PRIVILEGED.

SADLY, UNDER 12 YEARS OF JOHN ROWLAND AND JODI RELL, THAT TOO OFTEN HAS BEEN THE CASE. TODAY, WORKING AND MIDDLE-CLASS FAMILIES ARE FINDING IT MORE AND MORE DIFFICULT TO MAKE ENDS MEET. YOU’RE OVERTAXED, UNDER-SERVED, IGNORED AND FALLING BEHIND – NO MATTER HOW HARD YOU WORK, NO MATTER HOW LONG YOU WORK.

NOW MAKE NO MISTAKE, CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS ARE AMONG THE MOST PRODUCTIVE, MOST HIGHLY EDUCATED, MOST PERSEVERENT OF ANY PEOPLE, ANYWHERE.

YET, YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE – THE QUALITY OF LIFE THAT CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS HAVE ALWAYS PRIDED THEMSELVES ON, THE QUALITY OF LIFE THAT HAS LONG BEEN THE ENVY OF THE NATION – IS IN PERIL. THAT DISTRESSING FACT IS REINFORCED EVERY TIME THE OIL TRUCK PULLS UP TO YOUR HOUSE. OR YOUR ELECTRIC BILL ARRIVES IN THE MAIL.  OR YOUR BOSS TAKES MORE MONEY OUT OF YOUR PAYCHECK FOR HEALTH INSURANCE. IT’S REINFORCED EVERY TIME A CO-WORKER IS LAID OFF, A FACTORY IS SHUTTERED, A ‘FOR SALE’ SIGN GOES UP ON A NEIGHBOR’S LAWN.  OR YOUR PROPERTY TAXES ARE RAISED TO PAY FOR SOARING EDUCATION COSTS.

I’M RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR TO REVERSE THOSE TRENDS AND TO RESTORE CONNECTICUT’S ECONOMIC VITALITY. CONNECTICUT IS DEAD LAST IN JOB GROWTH. DEAD LAST. THAT IS UNACCEPTABLE. SIMPLY UNACCEPTABLE. THERE’S NO OTHER WAY TO SAY IT.

I PLEDGE TO YOU TODAY THAT UNDER MY LEADERSHIP, CONNECTICUT WILL BE A TOP 10 STATE IN JOB GROWTH WITHIN 5 YEARS. OUR GOAL WILL BE: LAST TO FIRST. WE WILL MAKE CONNECTICUT FIRST AGAIN. 

FOR GREAT THINGS TO HAPPEN THERE HAS TO BE BIG DREAMS AND THERE HAS TO BE A PLAN. 

AS THIS CAMPAIGN GOES FORWARD, IT WILL BECOME CLEAR THAT I HAVE BOTH: BIG DREAMS AND A PLAN – A PLAN TO GROW JOBS AND BRING DOWN THE COST OF HEALTH CARE.  A PLAN TO LOWER THE COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS AND UNCLOG THE CONGESTION ON OUR HIGHWAYS.  A PLAN TO MAKE COLLEGE AFFORDABLE AND CLOSE THE ACHIEVEMENT GAP BETWEEN DISADVANTAGED AND AFFLUENT CHILDREN, A PLAN TO LOWER ENERGY COSTS AND PROTECT OUR PRECIOUS NATURAL RESOURCES.  A PLAN TO CUT PROPERTY TAXES AND BUILD AFFORDABLE HOUSING – IN SHORT, A PLAN TO RESTORE CONNECTICUT’S SPLENDOR AND GREATNESS. 
DR. MAYS
THE FAILURE TO SEE, TO STRIVE FOR AND TO ACCOMPLISH GREAT THINGS IN LIFE, WAS BEST SAID BY DR. BENJAMIN MAYS, PRESIDENT OF MOREHOUSE COLLEGE. DR. MAYS SAID:

“THE TRAGEDY OF LIFE DOESN’T LIE IN NOT REACHING YOUR GOAL. THE TRAGEDY OF LIFE LIES IN HAVING NO GOAL TO REACH. IT ISN’T A CALAMITY TO DIE WITH DREAMS UNFULFILLED, BUT IT IS A CALAMITY NOT TO DREAM.

IT IS NOT A DISASTER TO BE UNABLE TO CAPTURE YOUR IDEAL, BUT IT IS A DISASTER TO HAVE NO IDEAL TO CAPTURE. IT IS NOT A DISGRACE NOT TO REACH THE STARS, BUT IT IS A DISGRACE TO HAVE NO STARS TO REACH FOR. NOT FAILURE, BUT LOW AIM IS A SIN.”

OVER THE PAST 12 YEARS, CONNECTICUT’S REPUBLICAN GOVERNORS HAVE NOT SOUGHT THE IDEAL, THEY’VE NOT REACHED FOR THE STARS. AND EVEN MORE GRIEVOUSLY AND MORE DISASTROUSLY FOR OUR FAMILIES, THEY’VE SUFFERED THE SIN OF LOW AIM.

I PROMISE YOU THAT, AS GOVERNOR, WE WILL REACH FOR THE STARS. 

CHOICE
I AM RUNNING FOR GOVERNOR TO GIVE A CHOICE TO THOSE MIDDLE CLASS AND WORKING FAMILIES WHO ARE BEING SQUEEZED. TO CREATE ECONOMIC GROWTH, JOBS AND FINANCIAL SECURITY.

I BELIEVE IN COMMON SENSE SOLUTIONS.

AND, I BELIEVE IN BIG IDEAS.

I BELIEVE IN NEVER, EVER, GIVING UP UNTIL THE JOB IS DONE.

AND I BELIEVE THAT AS A PEOPLE, AS A STATE, AND WITH GOVERNMENT AS OUR TOOL, WE HAVE THE CAPACITY TO DO GREAT THINGS.

IT’S TIME FOR A GOVERNMENT THAT SOLVES PROBLEMS – LED BY A GOVERNOR WORKING WITH PEOPLE WHOSE AIM IS TO DO MORE THAN OTHERS THINK POSSIBLE.

WE WILL AIM HIGH. 

AIMING HIGH
OVER THE COMING MONTHS OF THE CAMPAIGN, I WILL TALK WITH CONNECTICUT ABOUT HOW WE WILL CREATE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND JOBS AND PROVIDE HELP TO THE HARD-WORKING FAMILIES OF OUR STATE.

· A DESTEFANO ADMINISTRATION WILL BE THE FIRST TO DESIGN AN AFFORDABLE, PORTABLE AND PREVENTION-BASED HEALTH CARE SYSTEM THAT WILL PROVIDE COVERAGE TO EVERYONE AND LOWER THE COST OF BUSINESS. 

YOU SEE, IT’S TIME TO… AIM HIGH.

· LET US EDUCATE A GENERATION OF CONNECTICUT CHILDREN WHO WILL BE ABLE TO COMPETE WITH ANY KID FROM ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD. WE WILL EXPAND PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION, REDUCE CLASS SIZE AND STRENGTHEN MATH AND SCIENCE CURRICULUM. WE WILL TEAR DOWN BARRIERS TO HIGHER EDUCATION AND IN THE PROCESS, CREATE THE NATION’S BEST EDUCATED WORKFORCE. 

IT’S TIME TO…AIM HIGH.

· LET US REFORM PROPERTY TAXES. THE PROBLEM IN CONNECTICUT IS NOT THE CAR TAX – IT’S OUR OVER-RELIANCE ON THE PROPERTY TAX TO PAY FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. A DEPENDENCE THAT NOT ONLY DRIVES UP PROPERTY TAXES BUT DESECRATES OUR FORESTS, PROMOTES THE CONSTRUCTION OF STRIP MALLS AND FORCES COMMUNITIES TO COMPETE AGAINST EACH OTHER BY GRANTING HUGE TAX ABATEMENTS TO PROFITABLE CORPORATIONS. 

IT’S TIME TO…AIM HIGH.

· IT’S TIME TO HAVE A COHERENT AND STRATEGIC PLAN FOR JOB GROWTH – A PLAN WITH A FOCUS ON BUSINESSES THAT EXPORT GOODS, SERVICES AND IDEAS AND THAT IMPORTS JOBS IN RETURN. A PLAN TO PROMOTE COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS IN BIOSCIENCE, COMPUTER SCIENCE, ENGINEERING AND MATH. A PLAN TO REPEAL THE PROPERTY TAX ON MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT. 

IT’S TIME TO…AIM HIGH.

· AND NO SHARPER DISTINCTION EXISTS BETWEEN ME AND MY TWO OPPONENTS FOR GOVERNOR THAN THEIR DETERMINATION TO REPEAL THE ESTATE TAX. I BELIEVE IT’S A FAIR AND PROGRESSIVE TAX, ONE THAT AFFECTS ONLY THE TOP 2 PERCENT OF CONNECTICUT’S WAGE EARNERS. 

RATHER THAN GIVING ANOTHER TAX BREAK TO THE WEALTHIEST OF AMERICANS – AS PRESIDENT BUSH HAS BEEN DOING FOR 6 YEARS – LET’S USE THOSE RESOURCES TO SUPPORT CONNECTICUT’S FAMILIES. LET’S:

· PROVIDE TAX BREAKS FOR COLLEGE SAVINGS ACCOUNTS AS STATE TREASURER DENISE NAPPIER HAS PROPOSED. 

· LET’S USE THE MONEY TO HELP THE ELDERLY AND THE DISABLED STAY IN THEIR HOMES BY PROVIDING A TAX BREAK FOR LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE. 

· OR LET’S USE THE MONEY TO ASSIST SENIORS WHO ARE STRUGGLING TO PAY FOR THE SOARING COST OF PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. 

I TELL YOU IT’S TIME TO AIM HIGH, TO DREAM BIG DREAMS, TO PUT MIDDLE CLASS AND WORKING FAMILIES – ALL OF CONNECTICUT’S CITIZENS – AT THE TOP OF THE AGENDA. IT’S TIME FOR CHANGE IN CONNECTICUT. DON’T YOU AGREE? 

CONCLUSION
I COME FROM A FAMILY THAT IS FIRMLY ROOTED IN STRONG MIDDLE CLASS VALUES OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY, HARD WORK AND COMPASSION. I BELIEVE THAT WHEN YOU GIVE YOUR WORD, YOU KEEP YOUR WORD.

I COME FROM A CITY WHERE WE PROVED THAT THE IMPOSSIBLE CAN INDEED BE MADE POSSIBLE.

AND I LIVE IN A STATE THAT ONCE WAS THE GREATEST IN THE NATION – AND THAT CAN BE AGAIN.

I PROMISE THAT, AS YOUR GOVERNOR, I WILL NEVER FAIL TO LIVE UP TO THE VALUES THAT I LEARNED IN MY PARENT’S HOME.

I PROMISE THAT, AS YOUR GOVERNOR, I WILL LEAD CONNECTICUT TO GREATNESS.

I PROMISE THAT, AS YOUR GOVERNOR, EVERY DECISION THAT I MAKE, EVERY CHOICE THAT I PURSUE, WILL BE PREDICATED UPON WHAT’S BEST FOR CONNECTICUT’S HARD WORKING FAMILIES.

CONNECTICUT – IT’S TIME TO:

LAY OUT OUR GOALS.

DREAM THE BIGGEST OF DREAMS.

STICK TO OUR VALUES AND OUR IDEALS.

IT’S TIME TO…AIM HIGH.

THANK YOU. 
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