
Mayor Fabrizi Names New Chief of Police

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. – March 21, 2006 – After a nationwide search conducted by the International Association of Chiefs of Police and the City’s Civil Service Commission, Mayor John M. Fabrizi announced today that the City of Bridgeport has selected Bryan T. Norwood to serve as the chief of police.  Norwood joins Bridgeport’s police department after having served 17 years with the New Haven, Connecticut police department, where he most recently held the position of Assistant Chief of Police.  He will begin his duties on April 22, 2006.

“My goal for this position was to identify someone with a solid record of achievement in running an effective and efficient urban police department, impeccable credentials, and a strong commitment to community policing,” said Fabrizi.  “Bryan Norwood not only has an outstanding reputation for leading and motivating his colleagues to ensure the delivery of the best public safety and crime prevention programs but also has won the confidence and support of the community he has served.  

I am thrilled that he has agreed to join my team.”

Norwood began his career in 1989 as a patrol officer after graduating from the New Haven Police Academy, rising steadily through the department to serve as detective, sergeant, and administrative officer of the Investigative Services Division.  During that time, he served as a Special Agent for the United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), where he was assigned to the Bridgeport 

DEA Task Force and subsequently to the New York field Division and Columbian Task Force Group, during which time he conducted clandestine drug operations resulting in the seizure of over 300 kilos of cocaine.

In 2000, Norwood was appointed Chief of Detectives, where he oversaw major homicide, kidnapping, 
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robbery, burglary, narcotics, and aggravated assault criminal investigations.  During this time, he was responsible for implementing the latest technologies and crime analysis techniques, which resulted in a 99% solvability rate for this division.  

As Assistant Chief, a position he has held since 2002, Norwood has supervised a department with a budgeted strength of 452 sworn and 118 civilian staff and a budget of over $30 million.  In addition to serving as the liaison to the F.B.I. and Connecticut Department of Homeland Security, he has worked closely with New Haven’s citizens, businesses, municipal government, social service agencies, and faith-based community to resolve public safety concerns.  He has managed the city’s Weed and Seed grant program and coordinated the U.S. Attorney’s Project Safe Neighborhood gun violence prevention project, both of which are successful programs he will oversee in Bridgeport.  In addition, Norwood has provided instruction in ethics, community policing, and defensive tactics at the New Haven Police Academy and instituted a Crisis Intervention Training Program for police officers to respond to individuals with mental health challenges.

“It is an honor to join Mayor Fabrizi’s team and I am committed to making Bridgeport’s Police Department the most effective and respected department in the state,” stated Norwood.  “I look forward to working with him and the men and women of the Bridgeport Police Department to deliver the leadership and community outreach needed to provide exemplary public safety service in a complex, diverse, and constantly changing urban environment.”

Bridgeport’s police department has a budgeted strength of 445 officers and 128 civilian staff and a budget of $35.9 million.  The chief of police serves a five-year term according to the City charter.

Norwood received a Bachelor of Arts in psychology from Hampton University and is a graduate of Masuk High School.  He is a member of the New Haven Public Schools Mentoring Program and has received numerous awards throughout his career, including the “Outstanding Public Service Award,” the “Arnold Markle Distinguished Faculty Award,” “Police Officer of the Year,” and a Medal of Honor from the New Haven Police Department.
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