Angelo Tomasso, Jr.


Your Honor, my name is Angelo Tomasso and I am Bill Tomasso’s father.  I stand before you today as the proud representative of my large family.  Even though the past three and one-half years have been very difficult for us, we consider Bill a genuine blessing.  While we recognize that he has made some very serious mistakes, we also know his heart.  As you weigh his fate, we ask that you consider his many good qualities.


At my father’s side, I learned that much is expected of those to whom much has been given.  When I was 8 years old my father returned to our home in the middle of a snowstorm without his overcoat.  We learned that he had met an unfortunate person out in the cold who had fallen on hard times – so without even thinking twice he gave this man his only coat.

My wife and I have tried to pass that same lesson along to our children.  Bill has taken that idea and embraced it.  He has served with enthusiasm on numerous charitable boards and community organizations.  He has also quietly assisted countless individual members of our community with both his time and money.  Most of the people he has helped don’t even know he was involved.  Since this investigation became public, people all over New Britain have stopped me to say they are sorry for what is happening and to express their support for Bill.  Invariably they will tell me stories of how Bill helped them or someone they love, without any motive other than his desire to help someone who is in need.


Bill’s generosity carries over to many others as well.  Your Honor has read how he intervened to support a struggling youngster a few years ago.  Thanks in large part to Bill, this young man has turned his life around and now proudly serves in the US Marine Corp.  Bill also assisted his younger sister through a difficult pregnancy by caring for her young daughter.  When he was 24 years old, with the means to live anywhere, Bill chose to move to a modest home a few doors from his 90 year old grandmother.  He did so to be close to her in case she needed anything.  He checked on her constantly for 10 years until her death in 2000 at almost 100 years old.

The bottom line is that the “real” Bill Tomasso is a young man with a boundless capacity to help others.  His generosity is unmatched in my experience.  Our family is an immigrant success story.  My father came to this country at the age of 17.  He joined the US Army and served in World War I and had a great love for his new country.  My father started with nothing.  But through hard work he built a successful construction company.  Over 80 years of operation, we were never even sued by a customer.  Bill is devastated to know he has damaged that reputation.  At the same time, he knows from my father’s example that much can be accomplished with hard work.  Bill now has been taken down to his foundation, yet I can assure Your Honor that he is ready to rebuild his life.  This family stands ready to return to him the generosity he has shown all of us.  We will provide him with constant encouragement to put his generous spirit and many skills to good use.

Your Honor, I joined the US Navy at the age of 18 and am proud to say that I am a decorated veteran and was also awarded the Purple Heart.  Three generations of our family have stepped forward to serve this country and we are very proud of it.  As painful as this process has been, I don’t blame the government for what has happened.  My son made mistakes and he along with his family accept the consequences.  But I humbly ask Your Honor to judge Bill as a whole person – as someone who has done far more good than bad in his life.  Please take him from us for as little time as possible.  You need not worry that he will ever go astray again.  Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

