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A Race to the Finish!

New Haven Action dashes to deadline in Clean Energy Competition 

CONTACT: Kanya Balakrishna
New Haven Action, Communications Director
Cell: 901-485-1226; Email: kanya@newhavenaction.org
The race is almost over!  Friday, April 14 is the final day to sign up for the CT Clean Energy Option for the enrollment to count in New Haven’s clean energy competition with West Hartford.  In summer 2005 New Haven Mayor John DeStefano Jr. challenged West Harford Mayor Scott Slifka in a competition to see which city would have more residents sign up for the CT Clean Energy Option by Friday April 14, 2006.

New Haven Action, a local student-run non-profit, is running a campaign to sign up local New Haven residents for the CT Clean Energy Option.  The winner will be announced on Earth Day, April 22, 2006. DeStefano and Connecticut officials in a dozen other cities also pledged to buy 20 percent of city energy from renewable sources by 2010.

When the competition began last year, New Haven was behind by about 100 sign-ups but has since pulled ahead and is now leading by a small margin.
Though both cities want to win, making Connecticut aware of the CT Clean Energy Option is the primary goal of the competition.  For every 100 residents that sign up for the CT Clean Energy Option in a given city, that community will receive a photovoltaic cell (a large solar panel) which will enable the production of on-site clean energy at a location of its choice.  The winner will also receive fun, local prizes.  New Haven is offering Pepe's Pizza and Mayor DeStefano will have to wear an "I Love Living in West Hartford" t-shirt. West Hartford is offering soda, and Mayor Slifka will have to wear a New Haven t-shirt.  With the deadline approaching, New Haven Action urges New Haven residents to accept the challenge to invest in clean energy and sign up today! 
Residents can sign up by visiting www.CTCleanEnergyOptions.com.

New Haven Action’s campaign is being run by Campaign Director Nathan Laughton (SM ’09).
Background:

New Haven Action is a local non-profit organization that tackles issue-based campaigns in New Haven.  NHA’s Clean Energy Campaign, which began in the summer of 2005, is being funded by The New England Grassroots Environment Fund (NEGEF), a small grants program designed to foster local grassroots environmental initiatives.  It provides small grants of up to $2,500 to fuel local activism that results in broader community involvement in projects that address a wide range of environmental issues.
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