Welcome. Hello, my name is Nathan Karnes, and working with Justin Paglino who runs the DFA LinkUp, I arranged to have Ned Lamont come meet with us.  Thank you all for being here tonight.

It was about two years ago, in the heat of the Presidential Primary race, that Keith Crane and friends began talking to me and others about challenging Senator Joe Lieberman, a DINO [Democrat in Name Only], and sending a Real Democrat from Connecticut to the U.S. Senate.

I was intrigued but hesitant.  Here we were, coming off of Iowa and New Hampshire in what seemed like more and more of a progressive folly each day, and these two guys were talking up taking on the quintessential incumbent, Diner Joe, Senior Center Joe, Special Interest Joe.

A year later I had taken up their call and followed their lead, bringing up this challenge with dozens of political players, leaders, elected officials.  Talking up the challenge to Joe confirmed what Keith said was true: Joe Lieberman's support is a mile wide and an inch deep.  By that time the Blogs and Media had given www.dumpjoe.com and the Listserve a tremendous amount of attention.  But what we needed was a candidate.

At the LOB, one progressive legislator told me, "you won't find anyone willing to leave the safety of this building to do it", they said.  A party leader said, "you need a known name, like Kevin Bacon".  I checked, he is not even a Connecticut resident!  We talked to constitutional officers.  "Oh, heh heh heh, I don't always agree with Joe, but he is a good man and a friend" they said.
Before a political science professor declared his run in 2005, I met with him for breakfast, asked about his campaign plan and especially fundraising:  "Oh, I'm not much of a fundraiser, when I ran for Congress I only raised $10,000".  I was never able to consider him a serious candidate.

How about a former US Senator, a former Governor?  Sure, Lowell Weicker was GOP, but that was a different GOP he belonged to.  Sure he was independent, but perhaps he will understand that our support can be strong, but conditioned to him running as a Democrat.  Well, that did not work, but we first heard Ned Lamont's name from his relationship to Lowell Weicker and we heard that Tom Swan was actively working on finding a candidate.

I give my thanks to Keith and others who were talking to thousands of people around Connecticut and inspiring others to do the same, thanks to Lowell Weicker acknowledging the need to challenge the incumbent and giving his old friend his support, thanks to the Presidential Campaign of Howard Dean for pulling together a statewide network of progressive Democrats that is active once again, thanks to Tom Swan for taking the helm and all the staff and volunteers that have come on board, but most of all, the essential piece, thanks to Ned Lamont for his bravery in saying, I will run and I will be a serious candidate for US Senate.

I will let Ned share with you any of his background he wants to get into, or when you go to www.nedlamont.com you can read About Ned.  The first line of that section works for me:

Ned is running because he loves his country and is deeply concerned about its current direction. Like most Connecticut Democrats, and most Americans, he is tired of being represented by a senator who is not willing to stand up to the President—on the war and on the rest of his wrong headed judicial, fiscal, and environmental policies.

Having met Ned, it is easy for me to say, "Good enough for me!"
Before I turn you over to Ned Lamont, there are a couple of concepts I would like you to leave here with tonight.  The press has a hard time making these clear so I will be explicit:

Ned Lamont is against the War in Iraq.  He is not "the anti-war candidate" because this campaign is about so much more than the war.  He is not "the peacenik candidate", because Ned accepts that at times, it may be necessary for this nation to wage war.

Ned Lamont is a wealthy man, but he is not buying this election.  Ned has pledged to contribute a portion of his personal assets to this campaign, but it is up to us to make our contributions and encourage our friends and families to do the same, to really finance this effort.  We cannot expect him to put all of his time and all of his assets at risk if we are not with him.  I know you will join me, join us, in the burden.
Without further delay, I would like to introduce Mr. Ned Lamont of Greenwich Connecticut, Democrat, for United States Senate.

