Paul Wessel


Wanda Harris

Sengbe Committee

First and Summerfield United Methodist Church

425 College Street

New Haven CT 06511

Dear Ms. Harris:

I’ve been asked to provide some materials in support of my the nomination of my parents, Morris and Irm Wessel, for this year’s Senbge Pieh Community Service Award.

Both individually and, as a team, my parents have made major contributions to the general welfare of greater New Haven through multiple generous public service acts.

Irm, my mother, has served on numerous local boards, including the United Way, Vantage Group Home, the Greater New Haven Central Labor Council, and Citizen’s for Humanizing Criminal Justice.  As a social worker, she aided individuals and families, and built close working relationships with the likes of Probate Judge Jack Keyes, probation officers, and many others in order to advocate for her clients.  She was a key case worker for the family members of homicide victims, often getting referrals from the New Haven Police Department.  She recently retired from 35-plus years in clinical social work practice, and promptly decided to begin working with families at the new St. Martin de Porres school in Hamden.  She has been extremely active in social work professional organizations, seeking to ever improve the effectiveness of the profession.  

Morris Wessel was a pediatrician in practice for over 40 years.  Among the lesser known areas in which he was involved are:  helping families with young children grapple with death, a concern which led him to be actively involved in the opening the nation’s first hospice.  He co-authored pioneering research on lead poisoning, and served as the president of the Lee High School Parent Teacher organization.  He was honored by the New Haven Police Department with illegal wiretapping during the 1960s while he was caring for the babies of the some of the Black Panther Party members. And he’s a pretty good juggler and flute player to boot.
I have included some background materials on Morris and Irm Wessel as well.

Sincerely,

