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latest crime stats show decline, including big dip in MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

Mayor also pleased with success thus far of ID-NET in neighborhoods

NEW  HAVEN- Mayor John DeStefano, Jr. today said the City of New Haven has experienced an 18% decrease in total crimes reported as of the end of March compared with the same period a year ago, including a dramatic dip in motor vehicle theft.

There were 819 reported crimes in March 2005, compared with 671 as of March 2006. The biggest and most significant dip came in motor vehicle theft, which is down 50% from this time a year ago, and down 19% for the first three months of 2006. There were 141 car thefts reported year to date in March 2005, compared with only 71 to date as of March 2006. The City also experienced a 19% decrease in larceny and an 8 percent decline in robbery.

The Mayor credited the City’s renewed commitment to auto theft enforcement, which has included the commitment of one detective and three officers full-time to a regional auto theft task force. For the month of March alone, the task force recovered 36 cars and made 21 arrests. “With more manpower, we are making dramatic inroads into auto theft recoveries and arrests,” the Mayor said.

The Mayor also said he is encouraged by the police department’s newest initiative, ID-NET, which stands for Information Driven Neighborhood Enforcement Teams. In existence for just a little over a month, the department assigns teams of police officers to targeted neighborhoods for typically 14 days. So far, the teams have been dispatched to Fair Haven, Dwight/Kensington and Newhallville, and have done a good job of addressing what the Mayor termed “quality of life issues – the kinds of issues that detract from peaceful, safe neighborhoods. I am very encouraged by the activity of these teams to date.”

From March 9-21, in Dwight, the department performed 447 motor vehicle stops. Out of those, the ID-NET team made 318 arrests for motor vehicle violations, towed 48 vehicles, served 30 arrest warrants and made 54 on-site criminal arrests. The police also conducted 159 field interviews on the street for suspicious activity.

From Dwight-Kensington, the teams moved on March 23 to Newhallville, where through April 4, they made 584 motor vehicle stops, issuing 424 tickets and 160 written warnings, towing 86 vehicles, serving 34 arrest warrants and making 50 on-site criminal arrests. The police also conducted 241 field interviews for suspicious activity.

The teams are now in the Hill North and South districts.

 “The ID-NET teams are having a very positive impact on quality of life,” the Mayor said.
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