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WORLD NUMBER ONE AND RECENTLY CROWNED WIMBLEDON CHAMPION AMELIE MAURESMO LEADS WOMEN’S FULL FIELD AT THE PILOT PEN
Francesca Schiavone, Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Dinara Safina, 

Maria Kirilenko, Shahar Peer And Na Li Also Added

NEW HAVEN, Conn., July 13, 2006 – World No. 1 and recently crowned Wimbledon champion Amelie Mauresmo will lead the 2006 women’s field of Pilot Pen Tennis, a US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, to be held August 18-26 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale, it was announced today by Anne Worcester, tournament director.

Mauresmo, who just last week claimed her second Grand Slam title of the year with a win at Wimbledon (she also won the Australian Open in January), has held the world No. 1 ranking for most of the year.  The 2005 Pilot Pen finalist is enjoying a fantastic season capturing titles at the Australian Open, Paris and Antwerp, Belgium; reaching the finals of Doha, Qatar; the semifinals of Miami and Berlin and the quarterfinals of Dubai, United Arab Emirates.
In addition to Mauresmo, defending champion Lindsay Davenport (No.10); Wimbledon quarterfinalists Elena Dementieva (No. 6) and Anastasia Myskina (No. 11), top-ranked players Daniela Hantuchova (No. 17), Jelena Jankovic (No. 27) – who defeated Venus Williams at Wimbledon, Nathalie Dechy (No. 28) and Elena Likhovtseva (No. 30) all committed to the tournament previously and are entered into the draw.

Other players that are joining the field today and are having the best year of their respective careers on the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour include Francesca Schiavone, Dinara Safina, Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Maria Kirilenko, Na Li and Shahar Peer.  
So far in 2006 Schiavone (No. 14) reached the finals of Sydney and Amelia Island, South Carolina; Safina (No. 15) and Groenefeld (No. 16) both reached the quarterfinals of the French Open; Kirilenko (No. 21) has been a quarterfinalist at Auckland, New Zealand, Tokyo and Dubai; Li (No. 22) has become the first Chinese woman to crack the Top 30 of the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour world rankings; and Peer (No. 25) has won three titles at Pattaya City, Thailand, Prague, Czech Republic and Istanbul, Turkey.
Two other stars that have gained direct entry into the Pilot Pen through special rankings are Elena Bovina and Alicia Molik.  Bovina, the 2004 Pilot Pen champion, injured her shoulder in late 2005 and has been granted a special entry ranking of No. 14.  Molik, a five-time winner on the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, suffered an inner ear infection that caused her to miss most of the later half of the 2005 season.  She has returned to the circuit this year and has been granted a special entry ranking of No. 23.
-more-

Pilot Pen Tennis Women’s Full Field p. 2

The “cut off” for the direct entries into the women’s main draw is No. 32, Tatiana Golovin.  Sania Mirza, along with three Americans on the alternate list, Shenay Perry, Jamea Jackson and Jill Craybas, will be looking to receive one of the three wild cards which have not yet been assigned.  Players on the alternate list can move into the main draw three ways:  by receiving a wildcard, by qualifying or moving into the main draw should there be any withdrawals.

“The top players in the world continue to return to the Pilot Pen and that is a testimony to the popularity of the Tournament and of New Haven.,” said Worcester.  “This year’s field has marquee power with Wimbledon champion Mauresmo and defending champion Davenport as well as a group of rising stars like Jankovic, Safina and Kirilenko who have posted great results this year.” 

For a more information about the tournament, how to become a volunteer or daily tickets, please call the Pilot Pen Tennis Box Office at 888/99-PILOT, 203/776-7331, or log on to www.pilotpentennis.com.

About Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Michelob ULTRA 

The 2006 Pilot Pen presented by Michelob ULTRA (www.pilotpentennis.com), a US Open Series event on the ATP Tour and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, will be held August 18-26 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale. 

The Pilot Pen is the first ever combined men’s and women’s summer tournament leading into the US Open.  Some of the ATP stars who have committed to the 2006 Pilot Pen include James Blake, Nikolay Davydenko, Jarkko Nieminen, David Ferrer, Fernando Verdasco, Jonas Bjorkman, Paradorn Srichaphan, Joachim Johansson, Richard Gasquet and Feliciano Lopez. A few of the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour stars that have committed to the 2006 Pilot Pen include Lindsay Davenport, Amelie Mauresmo, Elena Dementieva, Anastasia Myskina, Daniela Hantuchova, Elena Likhovtseva, Nathalie Dechy and Jelena Jankovic.  The 2005 Pilot Pen drew 100,000 spectators and was televised nationally on 20 hours of ESPN2 and CBS Sports. For information on tickets, travel packages, sponsorships or on how to become a volunteer at the 2006 Pilot Pen, call the Pilot Pen Tennis office at (203) 776-7331 or (888) 99-PILOT. 

About the US Open Series 

The US Open Series, launched in 2004, is the cohesive, six-week summer tennis season of 10 North American tournaments linked to the US Open. The Series has produced record attendance, TV viewership and live broadcast hours for the sport. In total, the US Open Series events -- including the US Open -- generated a record 1.6 million attendees, 128 million TV viewers and over 28 million website visits making it the strongest summertime property in sports. Kim Clijsters and Andy Roddick are the defending US Open Series champions. By winning the US Open and the US Open Series, Clijsters doubled her prize money to earn $2.2 million - - the largest purse in women's sports history.
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