NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO TAKE THE HELM AT LEAP

New Haven, CT

The Board of Trustees of Leadership, Education & Athletics in Partnership (LEAP), a groundbreaking, Connecticut-based academic and social youth development program is delighted to announce the appointment of Mercedes Soto as the organization's new Executive Director.  Her tenure will begin on September 1, 2006.

"LEAP is extraordinarily lucky to have found someone of Mercedes’ caliber," said Roz Meyer, Co-Chair of LEAP's Board of Trustees. "Her leadership, vision and passion are a perfect match for LEAP." 
In assuming LEAP's top leadership position, Ms. Soto steps down as a Project Director of IT Resource Center, a coalition of local community technology centers and advocates helping to bridge the digital divide in Chicago. She has a long history of leadership work including acting as a Project Director at Chicago Commons Association as well as five years as founding City Manager of the Hartford LEAP program.  Mercedes was a Co-Founder of a New Visions High School in Bronx, NY, and has also taught elementary, middle school and high school in New York and in Puerto Rico. 

Born and raised in Gary, Indiana, Ms. Soto graduated Cum Laude from Harvard University where she was recipient of the Fitzie Foundation and Ames Memorial Awards. 

"LEAP is a phenomenal youth development program. There isn't another like it in the country that has been as successful in developing young leaders and in helping to create safe neighborhoods where children can learn and grow. I am excited to have the opportunity to build on this strong foundation and share the success of this model program," says Ms. Soto.
Ms. Soto will succeed Dawson, who will end his tenure on August 31st after 3 years of service to the organization as Executive Director.  Mr. Dawson began his work at LEAP as an undergraduate student at Adelphi University, moving through the ranks of the organization as a Senior Counselor, Site Coordinator, City Manager, and Deputy Director. After working in the Chicago Public Schools and completing his graduate studies at Baruck
 University, he returned to LEAP as Executive Director in 2003. 

LEAP's mission is to develop the strengths and talents of young leaders who help to create and implement year-round, community based programming designed to achieve positive academic and social outcomes of children living in high-poverty urban neighborhoods.  LEAP currently serves 250 children and 80 youth in five of New Haven’s most under-resourced neighborhoods. 
�Is it spelled Baruch? With an “h”? not a “k”? 





