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NEWS RELEASE

September 25, 2006/New Haven, CT

Contact:

Eric Smith, Associate Director of Marketing & Communications
203-772-8255 / eric.smith@longwharf.org
LONG WHARF THEATRE HIRES LOCAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Long Wharf Theatre, under the leadership of Artistic Director Gordon Edelstein and Managing Director Joan Channick, announces Cornelia Evans as Long Wharf Theatre’s new Director of Development.  A resident of Branford, Connecticut, Ms. Evans comes to Long Wharf Theatre from Yale-New Haven Hospital, where she is serving as Director of Major and Planned Gifts.  Managing Director Joan Channick states, “We are delighted that Ms. Evans is returning to the theater world, where her professional career began.  Her expertise will bring our development efforts to a new level of sophistication and effectiveness, and she will play a key role in helping us to realize our ambitious dreams for Long Wharf Theatre’s future.”  In her role as Director of Development, Cornelia Evans will oversee all aspects of fundraising for Long Wharf Theatre, including individual, corporate, foundation and government funding.  Ms. Evans states, “I’m thrilled to join Long Wharf Theatre’s remarkable team of board and staff at this pivotal point in its history.  Together, we will ensure the future of this theater, one of the state’s and the nation’s leading cultural institutions.”  Ms. Evans brings special expertise in major gifts and planned giving, which will be crucial assets in Long Wharf Theatre’s upcoming capital and endowment campaign.  

 
ABOUT CORNELIA EVANS
QuickTime™ and a

Cornelia (Connie) Evans, MFA, CFRE
Director of Development
Connie Evans has over 20 years of experience in the nonprofit sector, specializing in the arts.  Since graduating from the Yale School of Drama with an MFA in Theater Management, Connie has served in diverse nonprofit settings, including healthcare, higher education, theater and arts management consulting.  A certified fundraiser, Connie has extensive experience in major gift fundraising, planned giving, corporate sponsorships, grant writing and policy development. She has also planned and implemented point-of-entry, solicitation and stewardship special events. Her PR and image campaigns have been adapted for print, website and special event promotions.   As a consultant, Connie worked on a range of projects including feasibility studies for performing arts centers, focus groups, arts and education program research and audience surveys. From 1993-1996, Connie served as Project Coordinator for AMS Planning & Research’s program evaluation of the Lila Wallace-Reader's Digest Fund Theater program.
Before entering nonprofit management, Connie performed as an actor in regional theater, including the New Jersey Shakespeare Festival and Actors Theatre of Louisville. In addition to her graduate degree, Connie holds a BA in Theater from the University of Maine, where she graduated magna cum laude and with Highest Honors. Connie is a member of the Association of Fundraising Professionals, Planned Giving Group of CT, Theatre Communications Group, Actors’ Equity Association and ASSITEJ. She is a founding board member of the Branford Education Foundation, an Associate Fellow of Yale University’s Morse College and an adjunct faculty member at Paier College of Art, where she created and teaches courses on business practices in the arts. 
ABOUT THE THEATRE

LONG WHARF THEATRE (Gordon Edelstein, Artistic Director, Joan Channick, Managing Director), now celebrating its 42nd season, is recognized as a leader in American theater, producing fresh and imaginative revivals of classics and modern plays, rediscoveries of neglected works and a variety of world and American premieres.  More than 30 Long Wharf productions have transferred virtually intact to Broadway or Off-Broadway, some of which include this season’s Durango by Julia Cho, the Pulitzer Prize-winning plays Wit by Margaret Edson, The Shadow Box by Michael Cristofer and The Gin Game by D.L. Coburn.  Long Wharf Theatre has received New York Drama Critics Awards, Obie Awards, the Margo Jefferson Award for Production of New Works, a Special Citation from the Outer Critics Circle and the Tony® Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre.  Long Wharf Theatre is dedicated to cultivating audiences that reflect the state of Connecticut and the diversity of its cities as well as its rural and suburban areas, and serving as a forum for the examination of historical and current issues through humanities programming.
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