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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: Wednesday, 9/20/06

MEDIA CONTACT: FIRE MARSHAL JOSEPH CAPPUCCI  

946-6232

Local Fire Marshal Joseph Cappucci announces the start of this year's Fire Prevention Week Poster Contest for the 2006-2007 school year. The contest theme is "Prevent Cooking Fires, Watch What You Heat!" which promotes child and adult awareness of fire safety.

The annual, statewide competition for fourth and fifth graders begins October 2, 2006, and runs through November 10. It is run by elementary school teachers in cooperation with the contest sponsors: The Connecticut Fire Marshals' Association, Office of the State Fire Marshal, Connecticut Fire Chiefs' Association, State Board of Education and the Connecticut FAIR Plan (representing the insurance industry) and the local Fire Marshal's office.

Fire Marshal Cappucci will announce the local winners in December. Prizes include savings bonds and certificates for winners placing first, second or third in the contest. First place winning posters will be submitted to the state competition. In March 2007, a final winner will be chosen from all statewide submissions to represent the state.

In conjunction with the start of Fire Prevention Month, Marshal Cappucci is asking all residents to have their home heating equipment properly serviced prior to the winter season. According to Marshal Cappucci, “It’s a small expense to save lives.”

McDonald’s restaurant, located at 280 Kimberly Avenue, will sponsor a Fire Prevention Week Community Day on Saturday, October 14, 2006, from 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. in conjunction with the New Haven Fire Department, Fire Marshal’s office and Firefighter Union Local 825. Parents are encouraged to bring their children. The smoke trailer will be there and fire safety information will be available.

New Haven residents are also reminded to test their smoke detectors monthly and remember to change the batteries in their smoke detectors when they change their clocks on October 29.

-30-

