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MOST OF US GET UP IN THE MORNING.  SHOWER,  GET DRESSED,  AND ARE OFF TO WORK.  THEN HOME AT NIGHT.  DINNER.  THE KIDS.  BILLS.  TUITION.

IN SHORT, WE MAKE A LIFE.

FROM THOUSANDS OF SMALL DETAILS, WE FASHION A ROUTINE.  WE EXPERIENCE JOYS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS.    THE ORDINARY.  THE OCCASIONAL EXTRAORDINARY.

AND, WE SEEK COMPLETION.

COMPLETION IN THE SENSE TO BE HAPPY.  TO FEEL, MEANINGFUL.  TO OWN A SENSE THAT WHAT WE DO COUNTS.  COUNTS IN SOME WAY THAT IS BIGGER THAN JUST OUR SENSE OF OURSELVES, ALONE.  

IN OTHER WORDS, AT OUR BEST WE SEEK LIVES THAT ARE ABUNDANT, OVERFLOWING AND ENRICHING – THE KIND OF LIFE AS WAS LIVED BY OFFICER DANIEL PICAGLI.  TOO SHORT A LIFE AS WAS LIVED BY DAN PICAGLI.

AND THAT SAID, HOW MANY OF US HAVE SEEN LIVES LIVED WITH LITTLE MEANING?  LIVES LIVED IN ANGER.  IN PREJUDICE.  IN IGNORANCE.  LONG LIVES LIVED IN ANTAGONISM AND HATRED – WHILE OTHER LIVES, LIVES OF EXTRAORDINARY, EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE – LIVES LIKE OFFICER DAN PICAGLI’S - ARE CUT SHORT.

IN RESPONSE, WE QUESTION.  WE LOOK FOR ANSWERS TO EXPLAIN AND UNDERSTAND SOMETHING WHICH ISN’T FAIR AT ALL.

AND THE FACT IS THERE IS NO BALANCE TO BE FOUND HERE.  NO FAIRNESS HERE.  BUT, BUT WHAT THERE IS, IS CHOICE.

CHOICES THAT, BY THE BLESSING OF GOD, EACH OF US IS CONFRONTED WITH EVERY MOMENT OF EVERYDAY OF OUR LIVES:

· THE CHOICE TO BE EXTRAORDINARY IN THE ORDINARY MOMENTS OF OUR LIVES;

· THE CHOICE TO BE GENEROUS WITH OUR TIME, WHEN IT SEEMS FOR ALL THE WORLD THAT WE ARE PRESSED FOR TIME;

· THE CHOICE TO SEE IN THE FACE OF OTHERS NOT DIFFERENCES, BUT OURSELVES;

· THE CHOICE TO MAKE OURSELVES BIGGER, BY MAKING OTHER PEOPLE BIGGER.

IN OTHER WORDS, THE KIND OF CHOICES THAT OFFICER DAN PICAGLI MADE EVERY DAY IN HIS LIFE.

THERE IS NOTHING FAIR IN DAN PICAGLI’S DEATH.  BUT THERE WAS CHOICE IN HIS LIFE.

AND HE CHOSE - ON HIS TERMS - HOW TO LIVE HIS LIFE.  AND IN THE EXCELLENCE AND CHARACTER OF HIS CHOICES THERE IS PURPOSE, THERE IS MEANING, AND IN HIS CHOICES THERE IS COMPLETION TO BE FOUND FOR ALL OF US.

· DAN PICAGLI CHOSE TO BE A GOOD HUSBAND.  A GOOD FATHER.  A GOOD SON.  A GOOD FRIEND.

· DAN PICAGLI CHOSE TO BE A COP.  HE CHOSE A JOB THAT BY IT’S VERY NATURE IS ABOUT SERVICE TO OTHERS.

· DAN PICAGLI CHOSE A JOB WHERE SOME WOULD EXPECT TO SEE PEOPLE AT THEIR WORST – BUT HE SAW IT TO BE A MATTER OF SEEING PEOPLE AT THEIR BEST.

· DAN PICAGLI’S CHOICE WAS TO SEE THE POSSIBILITY IN PEOPLE.

· A CHOICE ABOUT KIDS.  TO FIND THE BEST IN THEM.  TO BELIEVE IN THEM AND TO TRUST IN THEM.

· DAN PICAGLI’S CHOICE WAS TO SEE THE NEIGHBORHOOD AS DECENT PEOPLE TRYING HARD TO LIVE, WORK AND GO TO SCHOOL TOGETHER.

· AND, DAN PICAGLI’S BIGGEST CHOICE WAS TO SEE HIMSELF AS SOMEONE WHO COULD MAKE A DIFFERENCE – A POSITIVE DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF THE PEOPLE AROUND HIM.

YOU SEE, LIVING ISN’T JUST BREATHING.  LIVING IS TO BE FOUND IN THE EXAMPLE OF DAN PICAGLI’S LIFE.   A LIFE LIVED AS A FORCE MULTIPLIER.

A CONSCIOUS CHOICE TO USE THE TIME GIVEN TO HIM BY GOD AND BY HIS PARENTS TO LIVE A LIFE THAT MEASURED WEALTH IN FRIENDSHIP, IN SERVICE AND IN LOVE.

DAN PICAGLI WAS NOT GIFTED BY GOD WITH A LONG LIFE – BUT HE WAS BLESSED WITH A BOUNTY BECAUSE HE CHOSE TO USE THE TIME THAT HE WAS GIVEN TO SEE HIMSELF IN EVERYONE HE TOUCHED.

DANIEL P. PICAGLI ENTERED THE NEW HAVEN POLICE ACADEMY ON JULY 31, 1989.  HE WAS THE RECIPIENT OF MORE THAN 30 LETTERS OF COMMENDATION AND NUMEROUS DEPARTMENT AWARDS, CITATIONS AND COMMUNITY RECOGNITIONS.

NEW HAVEN POLICE OFFICER DANIEL P. PICAGLI PASSED AWAY ON OCTOBER 21, 2006 FROM INJURIES SUSTAINED IN THE LINE OF DUTY IN THE PERFORMANCE OF HIS RESPONSIBILITIES ON OCTOBER 17, 2006.  HE IS THE 18TH SUCH OFFICER IN THE HISTORY OF THE NEW HAVEN POLICE DEPARTMENT CALLED UPON TO MAKE THIS SACRIFICE.

ON BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF NEW HAVEN I EXTEND THE GRATITUDE AND SYMPATHY OF  OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY TO OFFICER PICAGLI’S FAMILY.

TO DEE, TO DANIEL, TO MATTHEW AND JENNIFER AND ALL OF DAN’S FAMILY, I AM SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS.  AND SO PROUD AS MAYOR, AND AS MYSELF THE SON OF A NEW HAVEN POLICE OFFICER, FOR THE OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE DAN SET AS A MEMBER OF OUR DEPARTMENT.

WE IN THIS CHURCH AND OUTSIDE IT’S WALLS ARE ALL WELL SERVED TO REMEMBER THAT IN THE ROUTINE OF THEIR WORK, OUR POLICE, FIRE AND EMERGENCY PERSONNEL NOT ONLY PUT THEMSELVES ON THE LINE, BUT THAT OF THEIR FAMILIES AS WELL.

TO OFFICER PICAGLI’S FELLOW OFFICERS IN THE NEW HAVEN POLICE DEPARTMENT, I EXTEND BOTH MY SYMPATHY AND MY CONGRATULATIONS.

DAN’S CAREER AND THE OUTPOURING OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR HIM SHOULD BE TAKEN FOR WHAT THEY ARE – AN AFFIRMATION OF THE RESPECT AND IMPORTANCE THAT THE PEOPLE OF NEW HAVEN HOLD FOR THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THIS DEPARTMENT.

IN LIFE, OFFICER DAN PICAGLI CHOSE TO GIVE PIECES OF HIMSELF TO ALL THAT HE CAME INTO CONTACT WITH.  HIS SPIRIT, HIS LIFE, HIS CHARACTER LIVES ON  IN COUNTLESS ACTS OF GENEROSITY, KINDNESS AND DECENCY THE WHOLE OF WHICH MAKES GENTLER OUR WAY IN THE JOURNEY OF SO MANY LIVES IN OUR CITY.
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