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The Studio Potters of Creative Arts Workshop to Sponsor the

10th ANNUAL BOWL-A-THON

Sunday, November 19th, 2006 

1:30 pm to 5 pm
FIGHT HUNGER THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

BY PARTICIPATING IN THE BENEFIT

FOR THE COMMUNITY SOUP KITCHEN

New Haven, CT… The Studio Potters at Creative Arts Workshop have donated their time and energy to help fight hunger this holiday season by sponsoring the 10th Annual Bowl-A-Thon to benefit the Community Soup Kitchen.  
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Now marking the 10th year, the Bowl-A-Thon is a sale of hand-made pottery bowls and mugs made especially for the event by Creative Arts Workshop studio potters, faculty, students, and friends.  Bowls and mugs come full of hearty seasonal soup with delicious bread on the side donated by judies European Bakery, The Whole Enchilada, Bruegger’s Bagel Bakery, and the chefs of the Community Soup Kitchen.  Pottery donation levels for the event are $15 for soup-sized bowls and mugs, $10 for smaller items, and special items at $30 and up.  There will be hundreds of ceramic items in an assorted range of shapes and colors to choose from.

“The Bowl-A-Thon is one of the major fundraisers that the Community Soup Kitchen depends on,” says David O’Sullivan, Coordinator of the Community Soup Kitchen.  He explains that a $15 donation for a soup-sized bowl or mug at this event will provide five meals for people who might otherwise not have access to hot, nutritious food.

“Each year we have more pottery to choose from, more volunteers – from potters to soup ladlers - and we raise more dollars against hunger,” says Margie Haggerty, Creative Arts Workshop Studio Potter.  Haggerty began this local event in 1996, modeling it after the Empty Bowls Project, an international project by ceramic artists begun in 1991 to fight hunger.  

The CAW Studio Potters hope to raise nearly $10,000 for this special 10th anniversary year and surpass last year’s donation of $8,000.  Since 1996, the Studio Potters have raised more than $35,000 through the Bowl-A-Thon.  All proceeds go directly to The Community Soup Kitchen.  Haggerty says, “It’s a small way of getting involved in the community.  Through this simple meal, we potters bring attention to how it takes just one bowl of soup to feed more than one hungry person.  These pots are from our hearts.  What a great way to start Thanksgiving early!”

The Bowl-A-Thon has increased in popularity each year.  “Folks tell us they really like the event’s simplicity.  They enjoy visiting and shopping in New Haven’s arts district and they especially like the notion that their purchase helps others,” says Patty LaCamera, fellow Studio Potter and Public Relations volunteer.

Potters begin planning for this event in early September.  This year, they hosted a Throw-A-Thon, a pottery marathon, to get a head start on creating pots.  Seven potters came together to share their talent at the Creative Arts Workshop pottery studio on Sunday, October 1st .  “Now there are more beautiful bowls and mugs to choose from than ever before,” notes LaCamera.  Margie Haggerty points out that last year the larger-sized decorative bowls were very popular, so they are being offered again this year. 

Studio Potter President Elise Wiener adds, “None of this would be possible without the terrific pottery studio our community has in the resource of Creative Arts Workshop.”  The Bowl-A-Thon will be held in the pottery studio of Creative Arts Workshop, allowing visitors to also see the tools and equipment used to create each of the handcrafted items at the event.  Pottery will continue to be on sale at Creative Arts Workshop for this event through December 24 or while pottery lasts.

The Bowl-A-Thon is a perfect opportunity to come to New Haven, support the New Haven Arts District businesses, do some holiday shopping at the 38th Annual Celebration of American Crafts also at Creative Arts Workshop and enjoy a tasty mid-afternoon break, and give back to the community in the spirit of the holidays.  For more information about this wonderful annual event please call the Workshop at (203) 562-4927.

PHOTOS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST: vasso@creativeartsworkshop.org

Creative Arts Workshop is a non-profit community art center devoted to fostering creativity through participation in and appreciation of the visual arts, serving the Greater New Haven area and beyond for 45 years. The Workshop is a premiere community resource center for the visual arts, offering a wide range of classes to more than 2,000 adults and 1,000 young people annually in fully equipped studios.  Thousands of visitors enjoy national, regional, and local exhibitions in CAW’s galleries. CAW is located at 80 Audubon Street in downtown New Haven, with easy access off I-91/I-95. Discounted garage parking is available next door. 
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