FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2006
Contact: Catherine Sullivan-DeCarlo, NHPS, (203) 946-8450
UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAVEN AND THE SOUND SCHOOL

TEAM UP IN BURGEONING FIELD OF MARINE SCIENCE

NEW HAVEN – On Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2006, at 2 p.m., the University of New Haven and the Sound School will ink an agreement that opens both campuses to a rich exchange between high school students and the university.

The event at 60 South Water St. will include a tour of the research vessel Island Rover, the fish production labs, a ceremonial signing event in the library media center, and refreshments. 

Up to 20 Sound School students per semester will have the chance to study marine biology at the University of New Haven for early credit under the new agreement. More significantly, high school students who seek a career in marine biology can apply for early entry unto UNH’s marine biology program while still in high school.

In turn, the University of New Haven will be allowed access to the Sound School’s world class facilities, will share research projects, will groom future science teachers for the school system and will even store its research boat at the Sound School’s launch.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Reginald Mayo said the agreement, three years in the making, is a great marriage of a renowned aquaculture high school with a college that is well known in the growing field of marine science.  “This deepens the ability of both institutions to continue groundbreaking work in the field of marine science,” Dr. Mayo said. “And it helps the school system continue in its quest to prepare our high school students for college and success later in life.”

“This agreement is what we always envisioned when we designed industry-level laboratories. It is of great benefit to our students to be able to work closely with the university,” said Principal Steven Pynn.

Dr. Carmela Cuomo, the coordinator of the Marine Biology Program at UNH, was instrumental in designing the collaboration. As a member of The Sound School’s Scientific Advisory Council, she “saw a wonderful opportunity to share facilities and resources,” she says. “The students at The Sound School who want to pursue careers in marine biology can start taking college courses while they’re still in high school, which will give them an edge. Our UNH students who want careers in teaching will be able to intern at The Sound School, and both of our faculties will be able to interact and collaborate on research and teaching projects. It’s definitely a win-win.”

The innovative articulation agreement contains many benefits to both the high school and college.

· Qualified juniors and seniors at the Sound School will now be able to attend UNH’s marine biology program and earn early college credit.

· Sound School students interested in pursuing careers in marine biology will qualify for early entry into UNH’s program while they are still in high school

· Faculty at UNH will be allowed access to the Sound School’s world class marine biology facilities and its boats. The agreement even allows UNH to store and launch its 17-foot Boston Whaler from the Sound School’s launch. UNH has already been sharing the Sound School’s Island Rover over the past year, with both high school and UNH students on board as they collect marine samples.

The agreement also helps the University of New Haven attract research grants, since grantors like the National Science Foundation and Long Island Sound Future Fund like to see collaboration with secondary schools. Another plus of the articulation agreement helps the school system in its quest to land talented science teachers. Students enrolled at UNH in undergraduate and graduate marine biology and environmental science who want to teach will be able to intern at the Sound School.

The agreement will be signed jointly by Superintendent of Schools Dr. Reginald Mayo, Board of Education President Dr. Brian K. Perkins, Dr. Carmelo Cuomo, coordinator of the Marine Biology Program at UNH, Steven J. Pynn, Principal of the Sound School and others including Dr. Ronald Nowaczyk, Dean, College of Arts and Sciences Dr. Gordon R. Simerson, Associate Provost, and. George S. Synodi, Vice-President for Finance for UNH.
 

Sound School students will begin attending UNH classes as early as the spring.
The Sound School is a regional vocational aquaculture/agriculture high school focused on preparing students from the New Haven region for careers in the Connecticut shoreline aquatic industries, such as boat repair and technologies, marine biology, commercial fishery, and pollution control. The school received a $28 million renovation through the Citywide School Construction program. 
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