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Re: Application of New England Estates. LLC for Amendment to Zoning
Regulations, Zone Change of Tabor Drive Parcel and Site Plan Approval

Dear Chairman McGuigan:

Well before the application that is before you was filed, the Board of Selectmen
voted unanimously on May 21, 2003 to acquire the 77-acre parcel at 48-86
Tabor Drive for the Town. We voted to take the parcel by eminent domain, if
necessary, to give the Town control of the site. It was our belief, based on the
information before us, that the site should be restricted to non-residential use for
the foreseeable future; that the Town should take responsibility for thoroughly
investigating the site, remediating it, if necessary, and monitoring it for as long
as deemed necessary to secure the health and safety of the residents in that area.

We believed then and continue to believe that a Town useeommensur-ate wit-h-·

this ongoing monitoring, namely, primarily recreational use (ball fields) fits well
with this purpose and avoids any subsurface disturbance that could exacerbate
existing conditions. In addition, control of the site, while costly now, is fiscally
and ethically responsible over the long run. Should development occur on this
site while the landfill is still generating contaminants - whether residential as
now proposed (exposing the Town to greatly enhanced liability given both the
heightened environmental standards required for residential and the intense use
of households and sensitivity of residents to conditions in the area of their
homes) or industrial - the To\vn will be exposed to liability claims, changing
environmental standards requiring additional protections and so forth, and
changing enYironmental conditions, all of \vhieh are more readily addressed if
there is no builJ-up of the site and the Town is its owner.




