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TWO OFFICERS SERVED TODAY BY THE NHPD

WITH NOTICES OF INTENT TO TERMINATE
NEW HAVEN-  Two New Haven narcotics officers facing federal corruption charges, who subsequently filed for retirement, were served with notice today that the Department of Police Services seeks to terminate them.

Chief of Police Francisco Ortiz is recommending that Lt. William White and Detective Justen Kasperzyk of the New Haven police department be terminated for violation of several departmental rules and regulations. The Chief has referred the charges to the Board of Police Commissioners for a hearing Wednesday, April 4, 2007, at 7:30 p.m. at One Union Avenue.

Mayor John DeStefano, Jr. said he supports termination of both officers, even as the action breaks precedent with past practices by the City. “This is such an egregious case,” DeStefano said. “We wanted to be absolutely clear about our standards and expectations for the police department going forward. This sends a very clear message that such a violation of public trust will not be tolerated or rewarded by the City.”
Lt. White was charged with nine different rule violations, including department rules governing actions that might discredit or lower the morals of the police department; misappropriating lost, found or stolen police department property for personal use; inappropriately accepting gifts or gratuities from groups seeking preferential treatment from police; conduct unbecoming an officer; and serving as a principal to a criminal offense.

Det. Kasperzyk faces charges of seven rule violations, including failure to report information to superior officers concerning violation of a law; serving as a principal to a criminal offense and conduct unbecoming an officer.

This is the first time that the City of New Haven has actively intervened in this fashion for city employees who have filed paperwork to retire. In the past, the City has allowed officers facing criminal charges to retire. But none of the previous cases were as severe as this, resulting in the disbanding of a unit and the need to conduct an outside review"

The Mayor announced last week that the City has hired Police Executive Research Forum (PERF), the leading policing research organization in the country, to conduct a comprehensive assessment of police operations under the guidance of an Independent Accountability Team.
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