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CITY WILL SCRUTINIZE PENSION REQUEST

FOR ARRESTED LIEUTENANT
NEW HAVEN- Mayor John DeStefano, Jr. has requested an investigation into the earnings and overtime payroll records for Police Lt. William White, who today filed paperwork to retire.

“Given the egregious nature of the federal charges pending against this individual, we owe it to the taxpayers to scrutinize all issues related to retirement before acting,” the Mayor said. “This is a person charged with serious violations of the public trust, who operated with significant autonomy, including authorizing his own overtime.”
White filed paperwork today with the city pension board for two things: an application for an age annuity and an application to retire under a service-related disability. The requests were added to the agenda for the next meeting of the Police and Fire Pension Board April 12 as is their normal procedure. Lt. White has worked for the City for 39 years.
“I want a full examination of legal issues connected to this retirement request,” DeStefano said. “Are the earnings as filed in the request accurate? There have been allegations that Lt. White was performing work for the bondsmen on city time. All of these issues would factor into pension calculations and the ultimate payout.”

In addition to questions about pension entitlement, if the City moves to terminate White, under city rules, he would not be eligible for medical coverage or fringe benefits, including paid vacations, holidays, sick days and earned leave. 

“We have a responsibility as the fiduciaries of the city pension and retirement fund to understand all of these issues before any decisions are made,” DeStefano said. “If these allegations are found to be true, we will aggressively move to recapture any funds inappropriate to a pension allocation.”

-END-
FOR MORE INFORMATION:


Rob Smuts, 203-627-4224
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