





April 20, 2007 

Ms. Easter Howard 

Chairperson, Board of Directors

Community Action Agency of New Haven 

781 Whalley Avenue

New Haven, CT 06515

Dear Ms. Howard:  

I am writing in response to issues raised in a news article published April 17, 2007, in the New Haven Register, entitled, “Seating of new board members delayed as CAA seeks state’s advice.”  

In this article, several members of the board of directors raise procedural concerns over the seating of five new board members and appear to be requesting direction from the Department of Social Services over how to proceed.  

Based on my understanding, the election of these five new members took place at a legally called, public meeting on March 26, 2007, and I also understand that the new members were voted in unanimously by five of the then-six members of the board (with one member absent).  Consequently, CAANH now has an 11-member board of directors as of that vote.  

However, given that several of your board members appear to be having second thoughts about the nominating committee procedures, I have asked the Department’s legal office to review the nominating committee process by which the five new board members were selected and seated on the board.  This review will take some time and cannot be completed before CAANH’s next board meeting on April 23, 2007.  I will inform you of the results of that review as soon as it is completed.  

Pending the completion of that review, the Department accepts the March 26, 2007, vote of the board of directors to add five new members, thereby bringing the total of CAANH board members to 11. 

Please feel free to contact Claudette Beaulieu, Deputy Commissioner for Programs, if you have any questions.  







Sincerely, 







Michael P. Starkowski 







Commissioner 

Cc: 
C. Beaulieu 


B. Parrella

A. Ferron-Poole 

A. Judkins 

A. Smith, CAANH Executive Director 

Board members, CAANH 

