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INTERNATIONAL CHARITY FILES COMPLAINT AGAINST YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS FOR DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS IN BOOK


KINDER-USA (Kids in Need of Development, Education and Relief) filed a complaint for damages in the Los Angeles County Superior Court against Yale University Press; Washington Institute for Near East Policy; and Matthew Levitt on April 26, 2007.  The lawsuit will show that KINDER USA has been harmed by false, libelous and defamatory claims published by the defendants.


Levitt is the author of a book, Hamas, Politics, Charity, and Terrorism in the Service of Jihad, published by Yale University Press in cooperation with the Washington Institute for Near East Policy.

KINDER-USA’s attorney, Jack Kilroy, explained:

“Without any substantiation or fact-checking whatsoever, the book falsely depicted KINDER USA as an organization that raises funds for Hamas. The book,  falls far short of Yale University’s reputation for excellent academic scholarship.”

Dr. Laila Al-Marayati, M.D., chair of KINDER-USA’s Board of Directors, expressed her revulsion at the book, “which will take food out of the mouths of hungry children in Palestine that so urgently need our help.  We are a transparent and accountable public charity that works diligently to comply with all applicable state and federal regulations, we use the best practices to insure that the money we raise helps the innocent victims of conflict and natural disaster in Palestine and elsewhere,” added Dr. Al-Marayati.


“We don’t like lawsuits but we have no choice; the language used against us can only be characterized as malicious.” she concluded.


KINDER USA was founded in 2002 by a group of physicians and humanitarian relief workers.  KINDER USA believes in fostering creative solutions to long-standing problems believing that all children are born with fundamental freedoms and are entitled to the rights of survival, health, and education. KINDER USA puts into action programs to ensure these rights are not forgotten. 


The mission of KINDER USA is to alleviate the suffering of children and their families - regardless of ethnicity or religious beliefs - by bringing material goods into war zones and areas of disaster, to provide material support to those living in refugee camps, to initiate educational, health, and rehabilitation programs, and to dynamically reverse the psychological damage caused to these innocent beings due to the horrors of conflict.
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