	New Life Corporation
	540 Ella Grasso Boulevard New Haven, CT 06519



New Life Corporation and the Coalition for Working Families’
4thAnnual Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Thursday May 17, 2007

New Life Corporation held their annual appreciation dinner for the volunteers of the 2007 Volunteer Individual Tax Assistance (VITA) program.  Held at the Bella Notte Banquet Facility in East Haven a group of over 90 gathered to celebrate an extraordinary program success.  Ariel Martinez the executive director of New Life Corporation began the evening by thanking the volunteers and expressing his sincere gratitude for their hard work, stating “it is your selfless dedication to service that was the key to the overwhelming success of the program.”  He also congratulated the over 30 coalition organizations for their very important contribution to the effort.  Martinez went on to mention that 2,060 low-moderate income individuals/families were assisted by this program, returning over $4 million to them through federal and earned income tax credits.  
Joining the volunteers were Senator Martin Looney who said “I’m honored to be here with you to celebrate your wonderful and important achievement with the VITA tax campaign”.  He went on to say that he has introduced a bill to the State legislature for the establishment of a State Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) which would be in addition to the existing Federal EITC.  He said “since low income families, even those with no income tax liability, pay taxes on things such as gas, groceries and other goods, the State EITC would further assist these families in being able to access additional earnings to lend a hand with the high cost of living”.    
West Haven Mayor John Pickard acknowledged the remarkable performance of the volunteers and the coalition partners.  “I congratulate you all and thank you on behalf of the City of West Haven as you have increased the flow of funds directly to our city through your assistance to those that work and live in our towns.”  
Kim Haley, President of the NewAlliance Foundation said that focus of the Foundation is to directly impact the quality of life and the services to the residents.  “The Foundation is proud to be a supporter for the past few years of this program which yearly keeps increasing the number of working families it’s able to access and assist”.

Regional territory Manager for the Internal Revenue Service Jodanna Powell spoke of the many challenges the volunteers faced this year given the changes in the tax code such as the new exemptions for teachers and the one time phone excised tax.  She expressed her sincere thanks by stating “I’m so proud of the work you all have done which by any measure is impressive”.  She stated that over 2 million people where serviced nation- wide this year through the VITA program.
Sending letters of congratulations were Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro and Senator Toni Harp which have long supported New Life Corporation and the Coalition for the services they provide.  The night was one of festivity as volunteers were treated to a night of good food, plaques, certificates and overall acknowledgements for a job well done.
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