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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



CONTACT:   David Waren     (203) 288-6500 ext. 309, dwaren@adl.org 


 Randi Pincus
     (203) 288-6500, ext. 317, rpincus@adl.org 
ADL EXPRESSES CONCERN ABOUT 

ARMED CIVILIAN PATROLS IN NEW HAVEN AND SUPPORT 

FOR NEW HAVEN POLICE DEPARTMENT AND CHIEF ORTIZ
Hamden, CT, June 13, 2007  . . .  The Connecticut Regional Office of the Anti-Defamation League expresses its respect and esteem for Police Chief Fernando Ortiz and the New Haven Police Department, and voices concern about the dangerous implications of armed civilian patrols policing the streets of New Haven.

ADL recognizes that crime, especially violent crime, is an extremely serious issue, and it is vital that individuals be safe and feel secure in their neighborhoods and communities.  The assault on Dov Greer, as reported by the media, was contemptible and shameful, and must be investigated and addressed appropriately.  

However, noted David Waren, Director of the Connecticut Regional Office of the Anti-Defamation League, “while citizen patrols have been effective in some contexts, it is important that they be undertaken in coordination and communication with the police and that any such efforts include proper training and the inclusion of diverse groups within the community, to ensure not only their effectiveness, but their fairness and, perhaps most importantly, the safety of all in the community.”  While ADL recognizes and appreciates the fear of some in the Edgewood neighborhood, it would be deplorable and tragic if an innocent person is injured by untrained civilians carrying weapons and attempting to enforce the law on their own.  

It is imperative to recognize the incredibly challenging and complex job undertaken by law enforcement.  Waren stated that “in our experience, Chief Ortiz and the New Haven Police Department have done an outstanding job of working with the Jewish community and others to ensure the safety and security of all residents of New Haven.”  The Anti-Defamation League encourages all members of the community to work together with the police and city officials in order to develop a comprehensive, effective approach to issues of security.  

Mr. Waren is available for telephone or in-person interviews.  Please contact (203) 288-6500, ext. 309 to arrange an interview.

The Anti-Defamation League, founded in 1913, is the world’s leading organization fighting anti-Semitism through programs and services that counteract hatred, prejudice and bigotry.






Anti-Defamation League, 1952 Whitney Ave., 3rd Floor, Hamden, CT  06517

 (203) 288-6500 • Fax: (203) 288-8010 • Email: Connecticut@adl.org • Web: www.adl.org 
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