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PILOT PEN TENNIS AMATEUR OPEN AND YALE OPEN TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP MERGE TO FORM TOP TIER EVENT

Winners To Receive Wildcards Into Pilot Pen Tennis Qualifying Draws

NEW HAVEN, Conn., June 4, 2007 – The Pilot Pen Tennis Amateur Open has merged with the Yale Open Tennis Tournament, one of the largest and most successful tournaments in New England over the past quarter of a century, to form the Yale Summer Championships presented by Pilot Pen Tennis, it was announced today by Anne Worcester, Pilot Pen Tennis tournament director and Duke Diaz, Yale University Director of Tennis Operations.  

The tournament will feature men’s and women’s open divisions and the champions of the new event, to be held July 5-8 at the Yale University Tennis Center, will receive wildcards into the Pilot Pen Tennis qualifying draws.  Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick is a US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour set for August 17-25.

“The natural partnership between Pilot Pen Tennis and Yale University continues to grow with this latest collaboration which will elevate interest in tennis to a new level in Connecticut and all of New England,” said Worcester.  
“We are excited to offer college players, teaching pros, standout juniors and others the chance to pursue the dream of playing in a professional tennis tournament,” said Diaz.
In addition to the men’s and women’s open events, the Yale Summer Championships includes many other divisions of play including men’s and women’s singles and doubles at the 4.0 and 3.0 levels, men’s singles and doubles in the 45 and 55 age divisions, and women’s singles and doubles in the 55 age division.
The entry fee for the tournament is $43.50 for singles and $28 per player for doubles and those interested in participating must enter online and be a USTA member. The deadline for entries is July 2, 2007 at 5:00 p.m.  For more information, log onto www.ustanewengland.com or www.pilotpentennis.com or call 203-764-9227.  
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About Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick

The 2007 Pilot Pen presented by Schick (www.pilotpentennis.com), a US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, will be held August 17-25 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale. 

The Pilot Pen is the first ever combined men’s and women’s summer tournament leading into the US Open. Some of the biggest names in men’s and women’s tennis played in the 2006 Pilot Pen such as ATP players James Blake, Nikolay Davydenko (defending champion), Marcos Baghdatis, Feliciano Lopez and David Ferrer and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour players Justine Henin (defending women’s champion), Lindsay Davenport, Amelie Mauresmo, Elena Dementieva and Daniela Hantuchova. The 2006 Pilot Pen drew 100,000 spectators and was televised nationally for 20 hours on ESPN2 and CBS Sports and in over 180 countries worldwide.

About the US Open Series 

The US Open Series, launched in 2004, is the cohesive, six-week summer tennis season of 10 North American tournaments linked to the US Open. The Series has produced record attendance, TV viewership and live broadcast hours for the sport. In total, the US Open Series events -- including the US Open -- generated a record 1.6 million attendees, 137 million TV viewers and 27.8 million website visits making it the strongest summertime property in sports. Ana Ivanovic and Andy Roddick are the defending US Open Series champions. 

About USTA New England

USTA New England, one of 17 regional sections across the country that comprise the United States Tennis Association (USTA), is a not-for-profit organization committed to promoting and developing the growth of tennis and increasing participation in the sport in New England by offering quality recreational and competitive programs for people of all ages and abilities. Founded in 1927 as the New England Lawn Tennis Association, USTA New England boasts over 31,000 individual members, 350 organizational members, 500 volunteers, and a professional staff of 21.  For more information, log on to www.ustanewengland.com.
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