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PILOT PEN TENNIS LAUNCHES JAMES BLAKE’S NEW BOOK “BREAKING BACK”

Blake To Hold Book Signing At Barnes & Noble In New Haven

NEW HAVEN, Conn., June 26, 2007 – On July 9, 2007 Pilot Pen Tennis will launch World No. 9 James Blake’s new book, “Breaking Back: How I Lost Everything and Won Back My Life,” by holding a book signing with Blake at Barnes & Noble on Broadway in New Haven at 7:30p.m., it was announced today by Anne Worcester, tournament director.  Pilot Pen Tennis, a US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, will be held August 17-25 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale.  

“Breaking Back,” is about how Blake broke his neck on the court in May 2004, shortly thereafter lost his father to stomach cancer and then contracted a debilitating form of shingles.  He dropped significantly in the rankings, but made a valiant comeback in 2005 winning the Pilot Pen, and eventually reached the top five in the world by the end of 2006.  In the spirit of Lance Armstrong's “It's Not About the Bike,” “Breaking Back” is a story of passion, willpower, and of how he found hope in the bleakest of times.
“We are thrilled that James chose New Haven, home of Pilot Pen Tennis, to launch his new book,” said Worcester.  “Winning the Pilot Pen in 2005 was the capstone of his comeback and we are looking forward to James – along with defending Wimbledon champion Amelie Mauresmo – headlining another strong field in August.” 

In addition to launching the book, Blake will speak with children from the New Haven Parks & Recreation Department and the Mayor’s Youth Initiative Program regarding the new Pilot Pen Tennis ”Summer Reading Challenge”.  This new literacy program will offer kids the opportunity to receive two tickets to the first match that James plays at the Pilot Pen if they read three or more books between July 9th and August 17th, the beginning of the tournament.

“I am very excited to unveil my book in conjunction with the Pilot Pen,” said Blake.  “Being a Connecticut native, I always look forward to playing my hometown tournament, and this year is not any different.  It means a lot for me to be able to share this book with family, friends and people that have supported me throughout my entire career.”   

Blake will again arrive in style in the J-BLOCK MOBILE, an all-new 2007 Mercedes-Benz R-Class SUV wrapped in the Pilot Pen, US Open Series and J-Block logos.  After the book signing, and in the six weeks leading up to the Pilot Pen, fans will be able to check out the J-BLOCK MOBILE at various events around Connecticut.

For more information about the book signing, the Pilot Pen Tennis tournament, daily tickets, or how to become a volunteer, please call the Pilot Pen Tennis Box Office at 888/99-PILOT or 203/776-7331, or log on to www.pilotpentennis.com.
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About Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick

The 2007 Pilot Pen presented by Schick (www.pilotpentennis.com), a US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, will be held August 17-25 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale. 

The Pilot Pen is the first ever combined men’s and women’s summer tournament leading into the US Open. Some of the biggest names in men’s and women’s tennis have committed to the 2007 Pilot Pen including World No. 9 James Blake, defending Wimbledon champion Amelie Mauresmo, World No. 5 Svetlana Kuznetsova and seven-time champion on the Sony Ericsson WTA Tour Elena Dementieva. The 2006 Pilot Pen drew 100,000 spectators and was televised nationally for 20 hours on ESPN2 and CBS Sports and in over 180 countries worldwide.

About the US Open Series 

The US Open Series, launched in 2004, is the cohesive, six-week summer tennis season of 10 North American tournaments linked to the US Open. The Series has produced record attendance, TV viewership and live broadcast hours for the sport. In total, the US Open Series events -- including the US Open -- generated a record 1.6 million attendees, 137 million TV viewers and 27.8 million website visits making it the strongest summertime property in sports. Ana Ivanovic and Andy Roddick are the defending US Open Series champions. 
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