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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 4, 2007
LONG WHARF THEATRE WINS FOUR CONNECTICUT CRITICS CIRCLE AWARDS 
Long Wharf Theatre, under the leadership of Artistic Director Gordon Edelstein and Managing Director Joan Channick, is pleased to announce that the Connecticut Critics Circle recognized the theatre with four awards for its work during the 2006-07 season.
Uncle Vanya, adapted by Edelstein, was honored as outstanding production of a play by the state’s theatre critics. He was noted as outstanding director of a play for his work on Uncle Vanya. “The making of Uncle Vanya, from the year of adapting it, right through the rehearsals and opening has been one of the singular joys of my professional life. I am gratified that the response to our work has been enthusiastic,” Edelstein said.
Marco Barricelli, the ruined yet idealistic Dr. Astrov in Uncle Vanya, shared outstanding actor in a play honors with James Lecesne of Hartford Stage’s production of I Am My Own Wife.  “I am thrilled and excited for Gordon and Long Wharf Theatre and I am pleased the recognition that this beautiful production of Uncle Vanya is getting, which I think is much deserved,” he said.

Hollis Resnik, Aldonza/Dulcinea in Long Wharf Theatre’s successful reimagining of Man of La Mancha, was selected as outstanding actress in a musical. “I want to thank everyone at Long Wharf Theatre and especially (director) Charles Newell for his brilliant conception of the piece,” said Resnik.  She found the interaction between Long Wharf Theatre and the Court Theatre in Chicago, where the production first took shape, a fruitful one. “I am so pleased to get an award for such a creative, artistic endeavor that both theatres shared.”
The awards ceremony was held on Monday, June 4 at 7 p.m. at the Goodspeed Opera House. 

Uncle Vanya by Anton Chekhov, adapted and directed by Gordon Edelstein, is the immortal story of a family estate brought to the brink of ruin at the arrival of an ailing professor and his exquisitely beautiful wife, unveils a wickedly comic romance immersed in unrequited love and extraordinary tenderness.  The Mainstage production featured Barricelli, Larry Block, Mark Blum, Waltrudis Buck, Jennifer Dundas, William Biff McGuire, Zoaunne LeRoy, Charles Tirrell and Elisabeth Waterston. 
Set entirely in a prison during the Spanish Inquisition, Man of La Mancha tells the story of Don Miguel de Cervantes’s prison trial.  Don Quixote, an idealistic knight who valiantly battles windmill giants, and his sidekick Sancho Panza embark on a remarkable journey of hope and honor helps to spread hope among a group of prisoners for which there is little.
ARTIST BIOS

Gordon Edelstein

Director – Uncle Vanya

Gordon Edelstein is in his fifth season as Long Wharf Theatre’s Artistic Director. Under his artistic leadership, Long Wharf Theatre has received 14 Connecticut Critics Circle Awards.  Mr. Edelstein has directed the world premieres of BFE (transfer to Playwrights Horizons), The Day the Bronx Died, A Dance Lesson, and The Times.  He also directed The Front Page; We Won’t Pay! We Won’t Pay!; A New War and A Moon for the Misbegotten which transferred to Hartford Stage and Houston’s Alley Theatre.  He has commissioned new works like Craig Lucas’ Singing Forest, which subsequently became an AT&T OnStage Award winner and David Cale and Dael Orlandersmith current project, The Blue Album.  Prior to assuming artistic leadership of Long Wharf Theatre, Mr. Edelstein helmed Seattle’s ACT Theatre.  Under his leadership, ACT was named “Best Theatre” three years in a row by readers of Seattle Weekly. Mr. Edelstein directed the Broadway revival of The Homecoming as well as A Skull in Connemara.  His other New York credits include The Day the Bronx Died, The Last Yankee, and Tales of the Lost Formicans. He has consistently commissioned and produced award winning new works like Mac Wellman’s Sincerity Forever (Obie Award), Paul Zaloom’s House of Horrors (Obie Award), Pamela Gien’s The Syringa Tree (Obie Award), and Philip Glass’ The Penal Colony.Mr. Edelstein received an Emmy Award nomination for is work on “Abby My Love” (CBS).  Mr. Edelstein has served on the Boards of the Stage Directors and Choreographers Foundation and the Seattle Fringe Company, House of Dames.  He has taught and guest lectured at NYU, University of Iowa, Grinnell College and Cornish College of the Arts in Seattle.  He received a BA in History and Religious Studies from Grinnell College in 1976 and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Fine Arts from Grinnell College in 2003.

Marco Barricelli

Astroff – Uncle Vanya
Marco Barricelli has appeared as Valmont in Les Liaisons Dangeruese, Enrico in Enrico IV, Teach in American Buffalo, Henry in The Real Thing, Vershinin in Three Sisters, Jamie in Moon for the Misbegotten, Narrator in For the Pleasure of Seeing Her Again, De Vere in The Beard of Avon, Matt in Celebration, Burt in The Room, Roma in Glengarry Glen Ross, Oscar Wilde in The Invention of Love, Odysseus in Hecuba, Leicester in Mary Stuart,  Stanley in A Streetcar Named Desire, and Mangiacavallo in The Rose Tattoo, among others. Screen credits include “The Book of Daniel,” "L.A. Law," “Romeo and Juliet”, and “11th Hour.”   Mr. Barricelli is a recipient of a Fox Fellowship, and both a Cherashore and L.J. Skaggs research grant.  Mr. Barricelli has taught acting for a decade at various institutions, including a faculty position in the conservatory training program at American Conservatory Theatre in San Francisco, and abroad at the international school of theatre Prima de teatro in Tuscany, Italy.  Mr. Barricelli is a graduate of the Juilliard School.

Hollis Resnik
Escalante/Aldonza/Dulcinea – Man of La Mancha

Hollis Resnik is pleased to be recreating the role of Aldonza from the Jeff Award-winning production at Court Theatre in Chicago.  Broadway national tours include Fantine in Les Miserables, Mrs. Meers in Thoroughly Modern Millie and currently Muriel in Dirty Rotten Scoundrels.  Her regional credits include Blanche in Streetcar Named Desire (Cleveland Playhouse); Ima in The Immigrant (Arizona Repertory Theatre); Ilona in The Guardsman (Alliance Theatre); Arcadia and Loves Labours Lost (Milwaukee Repertory Theater); Little Night Music and The Beard of Avon (Goodman Theatre). At Court Theatre: The Misanthrope, The Play's The Thing, The Learned Ladies, Hay Fever, The Little Foxes, La Bête, The Chairs and James Joyce's “The Dead.” She has sung for the Lyric Opera, the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and for the Ravinia Festival. Her television and film credits include Little Big Top, Backdraft, and The Untouchables. Her CD is entitled Make Someone Happy and can be found on amazon.com. She is a graduate of Denison University. 

ABOUT THE THEATRE

LONG WHARF THEATRE (Gordon Edelstein, Artistic Director, Joan Channick, Managing Director), now celebrating its 42nd season, is recognized as a leader in American theater, producing fresh and imaginative revivals of classics and modern plays, rediscoveries of neglected works and a variety of world and American premieres.  More than 30 Long Wharf productions have transferred virtually intact to Broadway or Off-Broadway, some of which include this season’s Durango by Julia Cho, the Pulitzer Prize-winning plays Wit by Margaret Edson, The Shadow Box by Michael Cristofer and The Gin Game by D.L. Coburn.  Long Wharf Theatre has received New York Drama Critics Awards, Obie Awards, the Margo Jefferson Award for Production of New Works, a Special Citation from the Outer Critics Circle and the Tony® Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre.  Long Wharf Theatre is dedicated to cultivating audiences that reflect the state of Connecticut and the diversity of its cities as well as its rural and suburban areas, and serving as a forum for the examination of historical and current issues through humanities programming.
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