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CITY OF NEW HAVEN

165 Church Street

New Haven, CT 06510

Greater New Haven Water Pollution Control Authority

345 East Shore Parkway 

New Haven, CT 06512
Dear Board Members:    



We are writing to you today as elected officials of the City of New Haven. It has come to our attention that New England Linen, an industri  al laundry in our city, is using a detergent that contains a chemical called Nonyl Phenol Ethoxylate (NPE), which, according to the Sierra Club, has been shown to “interfere with the ability of fish to grow, reproduce, and survive.”
 We are concerned that New England Linen, a business in our city of New Haven, is using this dangerous chemical. As representatives of the citizens of this town we want to make sure you take all steps to stop the discharge of this chemical into our communities.

NPEs belong to a family of toxic cleaning agents found in household and industrial cleaners called alkylphenol ethoxylates (APEs). The metabolites in NPEs mimic the natural hormone estradiol, disrupting the endocrine system. According to the Sierra Club:


“This can cause fish to develop both male and female sex organs; increase 
mortality and damage to the liver and kidney; decrease testicular growth, the 
formation of sperm, and testosterone levels in male fish. Normal male-to-female 
sex ratios in fish are thrown off balance, damaging the sustainability of the 
affected fish population.”

The European Union
 has banned and Canada
 has effectively banned the use of NPEs in detergents because of the effects on the environment and on fish populations. In the United States, and Unilever
 has banned NPEs, and Proctor and Gamble has almost completely eliminated NPEs from their products. 
Wal-Mart has stated that they wish to phase NPEs out of their stores.


Unfortunately, irresponsible laundry service companies like New England Linen continue to use NPE detergents, even though cost-effective and safer alternatives are commercially available.


The Sierra Club has stated that “Eliminating NPEs in laundry detergent will significantly reduce the threat that NPEs pose to our environment…The toxicity and estrogenicity of NPE by-products is well-documented.”
 In our state of Connecticut, the Sierra Club, along with labor and community activists, drew attention to this issue in 2005 when they successfully protested against the use of NPEs in a commercial laundry plant in Branford, CT, owned by Cintas Corporation. In that landmark case, DEP insisted that the laundry substitute the safer alternatives, and Cintas agreed. In addition to reducing a harmful pollutant in Long Island Sound, this victory also called prompted the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection to agree to look into the use of these detergents at commercial laundries around the state. According to the Hartford Courant, “The DEP says it is looking into how many other commercial laundries in the state use APEs in their laundry detergent and whether to institute similar bans on the chemical at those facilities.”


We expect the Greater New Haven Water Pollution Authority to hold New England Linen accountable by ordering that they monitor the chemical levels in their water output daily for at least a month, and make those results public. The public has a right to know what New England Linen is putting in our water, as a critical first step in removing NPEs from our city’s water. A timely response from your office is expected. 





Sincerely, 
CARL GOLDFIELD
  



HON. JOHN DESTEFANO, JR.

Ward 29, Alderman 




Mayor, City of New Haven

President, Board of Aldermen  

JOYCE H. CHEN 
ERIN STURGIS-PASCALE
Ward 2, Alderwoman
Ward 14, Alderwoman

 JACQUELINE JAMES
 MIGDALIA CASTRO




Ward 3, Alderwoman
Ward 16, Alderwoman
ANDREA JACKSON- BROOKS
 ALPHONSE A. PAOLILLO, JR- 17 
Ward 4, Alderwoman 
Ward 17, Alderman

JORGE L. PEREZ
CHARLES A. BLANGO

Ward 5, Alderman 
Ward 20, Alderwoman

DOLORES COLON




KATRINA JONES

Ward 6, Alderwoman




Ward 21, Alderwoman

FRANCES T. CLARK




GREGORY MOREHEAD
Ward 7, Alderwoman




Ward 22, Alderman

MICHAEL SMART




YUSUF I. SHAH

Ward 8, Alderwoman




Ward 23, Alderman

ROLAND LEMAR




ELIZABETH C. MCCORMACK

 Ward 9, Alderman 




Ward 24, Alderwoman

EDWARD MATTISON




SERGIO RODRIGUEZ
Ward 10, Alderman 




Ward 26, Alderman
ROBERT LEE-11




THOMAS LEHTONEN-27 
Ward 11, Alderman 




Ward 27, Alderman
CARL GOLDFIELD
  



HON. JOHN DESTEFANO, JR.

Ward 29, Alderman 




Mayor, City of New Haven

President, Board of Aldermen  

 Cc: Marc A. Reich, Ironwood Mezzanine Fund 

       Roger J. Roche, Jr.; Ironwood Mezzanine Fund

       Sanford Cloud, Jr.; Ironwood Mezzanine Fund
        Press

� The Sierra Club, “Toxic Laundry Detergent” http://www.sierraclub.org/toxics/toxic_laundry.asp


� The Sierra Club.


� European Community Directive 2003/53/EC


� The Sierra Club


� See Frequently Asked Questions at Unilever, Our Values  at http://www.unilever.com/ourvalues/environment-society/sus-dev-report/consumers/chemicals-in-products/faqs.asp


� Proctor and Gamble, 2005, Nonylphenol and Nonylphenol Ethoxylates and P&G Products http://www.pgperspectives.com/en_UK/productingredient/nonylphenolnonylphenolethoxylates_en.html


� See Wal-mart Stores, Inc Launches Innovative Program to Inspire Use of Preferred Substances in Chemical Intensive Products at � HYPERLINK "http://www.walmartfacts.com/articles/4556.aspx" ��www.walmartfacts.com/articles/4556.aspx� 


� The Sierra Club “Nonylphenol Ethoxylates: A Safer Alternative Exists to This Toxic Cleaning Agent” November 2005, page 8.l 


� Martineau, Kim, “Laundry Firm Makes Concessions for DEP Permit” Hartford Courant, August 11, 2005. � HYPERLINK "http://mail.unitehere.org/Redirect/www.courant.com/news/local/hc-bracintas0811.artaug11,0,6168596.story" \t "_blank" �http://www.courant.com/news/local/hc-bracintas0811.artaug11,0,6168596.story�





