CURTIS SLIWA MEETS WITH EDGEWOOD PARK DEFENSE PATROL

Curtis Sliwa, founder of the Guardian Angels, will be in New Haven tomorrow, Thursday, June 14, 2007, meeting with top officials of the Edgewood Park Defense Patrol (EPDP).  A press conference with Mr. Sliwa and the Edgewood Neighborhood leadership is scheduled for 2:30 PM this Thursday, at 158 Maple Street, New Haven.  

Curtis Sliwa founded the Guardian Angels in 1979 to combat widespread violence and crime on the New York City subway system.  New York City was then known as the crime capitol of the nation and, at the same time, was struck with broad funding cutbacks to municipal services.  Garbed in the trademark red beret and white t-shirt, Sliwa and the Guardian Angels took to the trains and streets, teaching citizens to take control and responsibility for their environment and their lives.

“We are excited that Curtis Sliwa will be standing with us, shoulder to shoulder, here in the Edgewood Park neighborhood,” said Eliezer Greer, Director of the EPDP, “his broad experience in galvanizing concerned citizens and members of the community to fill the void left by a disastrous police chief and department will be important for us.  We look forward to welcoming him and appreciate his support and encouragement.”

Mr. Sliwa will be in New Haven with several of the Guardian Angels, discussing methods and tactics for organizing and running the EPDP – a group with similar intentions and goals.  “Curtis and the Angels broke this ground almost thirty years ago, when New York City was unlivable.  We expect to draw on his experience in building the Edgewood Park Defense Patrol, EPDP, a powerful force for stability and the rule of law in our neighborhood,” said Hank Campbell, Democratic Ward Co-Chair for the 24th Ward.  “It seems that the police, lead by Chief Francisco Ortiz, have failed the Edgewood Park neighborhood and New Haven.  Regretfully, the only way to ensure our safety and security is by taking these steps.”

Anyone interested in finding out more about the EPDP, or volunteering for evening patrols, should contact Eliezer Greer at (203) 606-3085.

