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Good Afternoon:
I’ve called this press conference today to make a formal request to the Yale University Child Study Center to release to the public the results and the recommendations of the study requested last year by John DeStefano regarding youth violence in the city of New Haven. We were told that the results will be announced by the end of 2006. The city of New Haven is in crisis and after the events of the past weekend we can wait no longer for results that may or may not be forthcoming. We need to know now. The public has a right to a full disclosure of the findings and recommendations of the study we’ve all been waiting for.
The public has repeatedly been told and I quote “that the city of New Haven is working with the Yale Child Study Center to understand the most troubled young people and tailor specific & effective interventions. This diagnostic initiative, which identifies youth most at risk, their common characteristics, and designs intervention strategies, will be announced by the end of 2006.”  It is now June 2007 and the past pattern of crime and violence is beginning again. 
In his annual State of the City speech, the Mayor said and I quote “In 2007, we will change things not just for 90 percent, not just for 10 percent, but for 100 percent of our young people.” Ladies and Gentlemen I am here today to tell you we have not seen a 100% change for the youth of New Haven. 
Immediately after every robbery, car jacking, criminal incident or tragic shooting we are quickly told “crime is down”. Yet we continue have these tragic incidents. Crime may be down on paper but for the folks who live, work and do business in New Haven it is no more than a paper statistic, nothing than can be applied to the reality in which we live. What does a paper statistic mean to a city full of people who cannot leave their homes for fear of getting car jacked, what does paper statistic mean for a city of children who cannot play at the park for fear of getting shot, what does a paper statistic mean for the local grocery store or gas station owner who fears getting robbed?

As peaceful and law abiding citizens we must not fall prey and allow ourselves to become desensitized and complacent on the issue of violent crime. To make a statement that a person was shot but it “was not serious” is ridiculous.  Any gunshot wound is a trauma to the body and although perhaps not life threatening is certainly serious. In fact tell Andrea Earl whose slightly disabled son was shot in the head while at the playground over the weekend that his shooting not serious.
Again, I ask the Yale University Child Study Center to release to the public the results and the recommendations of the youth violence study in the hope that the information may be shared with parents, clergy, community leaders, mentoring groups and concerned citizens with the idea that together all of these groups will indeed find a way to solve this problem and save our youth. 

I am pubically calling for the results of this study because the youth of the city of New Haven are in crisis and drastic measures must be taken quickly to solve this epidemic of violence. 
The second reason is to hold those accountable to the public to stand by their word that they are indeed being proactive in finding a solution and not just sitting around in committee in discussion.

And lastly once elected Mayor I will utilized the information complied find a workable solution. 
Make no mistake about it a Newton administration will not spend years in committee looking for a solution while the city goes to ruin. A Newton administration will take an example from other cities with similar problems by declaring a crime emergency and seeking assistance from outside agencies.
A Newton administration would aggressively enforce arrest warrants against fugitives and use constitutional stop and frisk tactics for those just loitering about on street corners and interfering with the day to day activities of hard working people. 
A Newton administration would seek maximum sentences for repeat offenders and set up special task forces to capture fugitives, and probation or parole violators. A Newton administration would do all in its power to narrow the achievement gap providing these young people with a better education which in turn would open up job opportunities so that young people can build better brighter futures.

Again, we need the results of the Youth Violence Study.
