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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:
Steven Scarpa, Public Relations Manager
203-772-8255 / steven.scarpa@longwharf.org

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JULY 31, 2007
LONG WHARF THEATRE HOLDS LOCAL AUDITIONS FOR SHIPWRECKED! AN ENTERTAINMENT and THE BLUEST EYE
The Tony Award-winning Long Wharf Theatre will be casting for productions of Shipwrecked! An Entertainment – The Amazing Adventures of Louis de Rougemont (As Told By Himself) by Donald Margulies and The Bluest Eye by Lydia Diamond. Local actors, ages 18 and over, are invited to audition for the 2007-2008 season at the theatre, located at 222 Sargent Drive in New Haven, CT.  Equity actors will be seen at the theatre from 10:00am to 1:30pm and 2:30pm to 6:00pm on Monday and Tuesday, August 13 and 14; Non-Equity actors on Monday, August 20, and if necessary, Tuesday, August 21. Actors should prepare two contrasting monologues (or a single comic monologue), not to exceed three minutes in combined length. 
Actors will be seen by Associate Artistic Director Eric Ting and Associate Producer T.Paul Lowry. Because Long Wharf holds auditions in New York City for each production, actors with access to local housing will be given preference at this call.

All actors should bring a current resume and headshot.  Equity actors should also bring their Equity membership cards.  If you have questions about your Equity status, contact Actors’ Equity Association, 165 West 46th Street, New York, NY.  The phone number is 212-869-8530.  You cannot be seen without your membership card.
While walk-ins will be accommodated, appointments are strongly recommended and may be made beginning Wednesday, August 1, by calling reception at 203-787-4284 x0 between 10:00am and 5:00pm.  
For more information about the audition or the roles being cast go to www.longwharf.org.
Following are the roles that Long Wharf Theatre is currently casting *

(F – 1st Reh, P – 1st Preview, O- Opening, C – Closing)
SHIPWRECKED! An Entertainment 
by Donald Margulies.

Director TBA.

Casting Director: TBA

(F: 1/15/08, P: 2/13/08, O: 2/20/08, C: 3/16/08)

LOUIS DE ROUGEMONT: Charismatic, agile, utterly mutable. Able to convince us he is an old man one minute, and a boy the next. British accent a must.

ENSEMBLE #1 (WOMAN): To play, variously, Louis’s MOTHER, an Aborigine Princess, a Societal Lady, Queen Victoria, an Octopus Expert, a Map Maker, a Reporter, and a Librarian.
ENSEMBLE #2 (MAN): To play, variously, a Barkeep, a Dog, an Aborigine Tribal Chief, an Australian Prospector, a Society Lady, a Boy, a Turtle Expert, an Alienist, a Pickpocket, a Newsboy, a Reporter, and a Lawyer.
THE BLUEST EYE
by Lydia Diamond.**

Director: Eric Ting.

Casting Director: Harriet Bass

(F: 1/22/08 [HSC], P: 2/21/08 [HSC] 3/28/08 [LWT], O: 2/29/08 [HSC] 4/2/08 [LWT], C: 3/23/08 [HSC] 4/20/08 [LWT])

CLAUDIA: 20s. Precocious, sensitive girl. She must be able to move gracefully between the innocence of youth and the wisdom of the narrator who has lived through it all.  Dexterity with direct address a must.

FRIEDA /DARLENE: 20s. Claudia’s older sister. Somewhat more practical than Claudia.  Possibly more stern, slightly less personable.

PECOLA: 20s. A shy, quiet, resigned and somewhat pained presence.  She should be completely innocent. We must love her and want to take care of her, but not pity her.  Perhaps there is a certain quiet pride that won’t let us tip over into pity. It is imperative that she have very dark brown skin.

MAMA: 30s/40s. An imposing presence. She loves her children and this should be evident despite her stern manner.

MRS. BREEDLOVE: 30s/40s. An older version of Pecola, also dark brown. Painfully shy and insecure, and still very adept at addressing the audience.

SOAPHEAD CHURCH: 40s up. Charismatic, odd, charming, mature.

CHOLLY: 30s/40s. Mrs. Breedlove’s age, the shell of a man who may have been physically impressive at one time, dark brown complexion.

MAUREEN PEAL/WHITE GIRL: 20s. Light skinned, very pretty. More complicated than merely “snotty.” She is a real person, as complicated as the other characters.

* subject to change

** The Bluest Eye is a co-production with Hartford Stage [HSC], rehearsing and opening in Hartford, then transferring to Long Wharf [LWT] – dates as noted

ABOUT THE THEATRE

LONG WHARF THEATRE, founded in 1965, is recognized as a leader in American theater, producing fresh and imaginative revivals of classics and modern plays, rediscoveries of neglected works and a variety of world and American premieres. More than 30 Long Wharf productions have transferred virtually intact to Broadway or off-Broadway, some of which include the Pulitzer Prize-winning plays Wit by Margaret Edson, The Shadow Box by Michael Cristofer, and The Gin Game by D.L. Coburn. Long Wharf has received New York Drama Critics Awards, Obie Awards, the Margo Jefferson Award for Production of New Works, a Special Citation from the Outer Critics Circle, and the Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre. 
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