






July 14, 2007

State Elections Enforcement Comm.

20 Trinity Street

Hartford, CT 06106

ATTN: Joan M. Andrews, Director

Legal Affairs & Enforcement  

Dear Ms. Andrews:

This letter is to bring to your attention a possible violation(s) of the Campaign Practices Act by the Committee to Re-elect the Mayor (“CRM”) in New Haven. The CRM is the candidate registration committee vehicle of New Haven Mayor John DeStefano, who is seeking re-election.

On May 9, 2007, the CRM hosted a campaign fund-raiser that was widely attended by City of New Haven employees, including Board of Education officials and employees. This fund-raiser took place at Lighthouse Park, a New Haven City facility that is available to the general public for rent. I have reason to believe that City of New Haven (and Bd. Of Educ.) Department heads were actively involved in promoting the event, including the solicitation of ticket sales, during working hours. 

In reviewing the latest campaign expenditure report of CRM (7/10/07) that covered the date of the event in question, I note that there are no expenditures listed to cover rental of Lighthouse Park for the evening in question. Neither are there listed any expenses for the reimbursement of the City for the time spent by employees and officials in promoting the event and coordinating ticket sales while on City-paid time and/or using city furnished equipment and supplies.

I am informed that the CRM has enlisted the support of nearly all City Department heads for the week of July 16th thru 21st (which coincides with the New Haven city-wide Democratic Town Committee endorsing conventions) to conduct a door-to-door canvas of certain Wards to solicit support for Mayor DeStefano’s re-election bid. 

I am aware that similar actions involving the use of public facilities and public officials have been prohibited, notably during the gubernatorial race involving Mayor DeStefano and Gov. Rell. I am not aware of any Executive Orders issued by Mayor DeStefano that prohibit his Department heads (or Bd. Of Educ. Officials) from engaging in campaign activities while on City time, but believe that such activity is widespread and illegal.

I am requesting that you investigate these facts and take the appropriate action. Please advise if I can be of further help in addressing these matters.

Sincerely,

Willie D. Greene

Mayoral Candidate

P. O. Box 3803 – Amity Station

New Haven, CT 06511

(203) 715 - 3241

CC: Mayor John DeStefano

