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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Child care center for New Haven's homeless children will stay open

Community Foundation for Greater New Haven awards grant

New Haven, CT - (July 17, 2007) Life Haven, Inc., a temporary shelter for homeless

pregnant women and women with young children, has received $160,000 from The

Community Foundation for Greater New Haven to keep its early childhood learning

center open. Life Haven is one of six homeless shelters in New Haven and the only

one for women and children with a state licensed, on-site child center. The center

is a crucial part of Life Haven's services because it provides a safe and

educational environment for children (6 weeks - 5 years old) while their mothers

receive job-skills training, actively look for employment, or work in the community.

"This grant isn't just about keeping a high quality day care facility open. It's

about helping mothers and pregnant women to overcome barriers, such as the high cost

of child care, that prevent them from living independently," says Will Ginsberg,

president and CEO at The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven. "It's also

about continuing our long history of support for Life Haven, and other shelters,

that provide basic need services to people in our community."

Life Haven's early childhood learning center was created in 2004 and has the

capacity to provide quality daycare for up to 100 homeless children on an annual

basis. Participation in a quality child care program is vital to homeless children,

who are particularly at risk for developmental delays in language and social skill

development, and for the women's success in moving to independent living and

employment, according to the National Child Traumatic Stress Network

(www.nctsnet.org<http://www.nctsnet.org/>).

According to a survey of New Haven shelter facilities conducted by The New Haven

Continuum of Care (NHCoC), there were 1,177 homeless persons in New Haven as of

January 2006; of that number, 21% (243) were minor children. NHCoC is a

collaborative group of over 60 organizations and individuals working to end

homelessness, encourage self-sufficiency and ensure a place to live for all

residents of the New Haven community. It also coordinates planning for applications

to the US Department of Housing and Urban Development for SuperNOFA funding for

homeless services. Many reasons are cited for homelessness including: unemployment,

lack of affordable housing, mental illness and addiction, family violence, physical

illness and family break-up. Additional information on homelessness can be found on

New Haven Continuum's web site at www.nhcoc.net<http://www.nhcoc.net/>.

"The purpose of our licensed day care facility is to ensure that homelessness does

not play a factor in whether or not children receive quality early childcare," says

Jacquelyn Pheanious, executive director of Life Haven.

Life Haven was incorporated in 1983 to provide shelter, food and clothing,

vocational counseling, housing counseling, child care and health care to homeless

women with young children 5 years old and younger.  Since its inception, Life Haven

has sheltered over 1,500 families, moving over 75 percent of the families into

permanent housing in the community.  Visit

www.lifehaven.org<http://www.lifehaven.org/> for more information and to view a wish

list of items for Life Haven residents.

Since 1928, donors to The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven have built the

community's endowment currently valued at approximately $280 million. In 2006, The

Foundation Board of Directors distributed over $11.6 million in grants from

approximately 640 different named charitable funds supporting a wide range of

programs and projects. The Foundation's service area encompasses: Ansonia, Bethany,

Branford, Cheshire, Derby, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Madison, Milford, New

Haven, North Branford, North Haven, Orange, Oxford, Seymour, Shelton, Wallingford,

West Haven and Woodbridge. For more information about The Community Foundation visit

www.cfgnh.org<http://www.cfgnh.org/>.

###
