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AMERICAN STARS DONALD YOUNG, MARDY FISH, VANIA KING AND 
ASHLEY HARKLEROAD GRANTED WILDCARDS INTO PILOT PEN TENNIS

Veterans, Up-And-Coming Players And Yale Summer Championship Winners 
Gain Wildcards Into Pilot Pen Tennis Qualifying Draws
NEW HAVEN, Conn., August 16, 2007 – American stars Donald Young, Mardy Fish, Vania King and Ashley Harkleroad were granted wildcards into Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick, a US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour set for August 17-25, 2007 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale, it was announced today by Anne Worcester, tournament director.

Donald Young, an up-and-coming American, earlier this year won his first professional title at the USTA Challenger event in Aptos, California and just last month captured the Wimbledon Junior championship.  Fish, a Tour veteran, is also having a solid 2007 reaching the quarterfinals of the Australian Open and Memphis and semifinals at Auckland and San Jose. Young and Fish join rising American star John Isner, who received a wildcard yesterday, in the men’s main draw that features defending champion and World No. 5 Nikolay Davydenko, World No. 7 Tommy Robredo, World No. 8 and Connecticut native James Blake and many other top-ranked players.  One more men’s wildcard will be awarded tomorrow before the draw ceremony at Noon.
American women Vania King, a member of the United States Fed Cup team, and Ashley Harkleroad, join World No. 5 Svetlana Kuznetsova, World No. 8 Serena Williams, World No. 10 Daniela Hantuchova, World No. 11 Marion Bartoli, World No. 14 Dinara Safina and World No. 15 Elena Dementieva in a deep women’s field.  Since the tournament did not use its Gold/Silver player exempt wildcard, veteran Eleni Daniilidou, who was first on the next-in list, will move into the main draw.
Wildcards into the qualifying draws of Pilot Pen Tennis were awarded to Elena Bovina, Jessica Kirkland, Naomi Cavaday, Ryan Sweeting and Todd Paul, in addition to Yale Summer Championship winners Kabelo Maleka and Christina McHale. The fourth and final men’s qualifying wildcard will be named tomorrow.  The men’s qualifying draw features 32 players while the women’s qualifying draw features 48 players.
Bovina, the 2004 Pilot Pen champion, has been battling injuries for the past few years, but is back on Tour and climbing the rankings.  Kirkland, a talented American, has a victory at the ITF event in Carson, California this year and a semifinals appearance at the ITF event in Putignano, Italy. Cavaday, from Britain, has one win this year on the ITF circuit at Orange, California.
Ryan Sweeting has four quarterfinal appearances at USTA Challenger events at Forest Hills, New York;  Carson, California; Winnetka, Illinois and Binghamton, New York. Todd Paul, from Stamford, Connecticut, graduated from Wake Forest this spring, and left as the most decorated tennis player in the history of the school as a three-time All-American and the all-time singles win leader.
Maleka and McHale won the inaugural Yale Summer Championship titles earlier this summer gaining automatic wildcards into the qualifying draws of Pilot Pen Tennis. Maleka, a former member of the South African Davis Cup team, is an assistant teaching pro at the Mystic Indoor Tennis Club. McHale, a rising junior star, hales from Englwood Cliffs, New Jersey.

For a more information about the tournament, how to become a volunteer or daily tickets, please call the Pilot Pen Tennis Box Office at 888/99-PILOT, 203/776-7331, or log on to www.pilotpentennis.com.
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About Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick

The 2007 Pilot Pen presented by Schick (www.pilotpentennis.com), a US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, will be held August 17-25 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale. 

The Pilot Pen is the first ever combined men’s and women’s summer tournament leading into the US Open. Some of the biggest names in men’s and women’s tennis will play in the 2007 Pilot Pen including ATP players James Blake, Nikolay Davydenko (defending champion), Tommy Robredo, Tim Henman, Robby Ginepri and Vince Spadea and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour players Svetlana Kuznetsova, Serena Williams, Daniela Hantuchova, Marion Bartoli, Dinara Safina, Elena Dementieva and Lindsay Davenport. The 2006 Pilot Pen drew 100,000 spectators and was televised nationally for 20 hours on ESPN2 and CBS Sports and in over 180 countries worldwide.

About the US Open Series 

The US Open Series, launched in 2004, is the cohesive, six-week summer tennis season of 10 North American tournaments linked to the US Open. The Series has produced record attendance, TV viewership and live broadcast hours for the sport. In total, the US Open Series events -- including the US Open -- generated a record 1.6 million attendees, 137 million TV viewers and 27.8 million website visits making it the strongest summertime property in sports. Ana Ivanovic and Andy Roddick are the defending US Open Series champions. 
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