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  SCSU PLEDGES TO CONTINUE FIGHT AGAINST GLOBAL WARMING 
         President Norton Becomes ‘Charter Signatory’ in Commitment to Reduce Emissions

NEW HAVEN – Southern Connecticut State University has joined an effort by colleges and universities across the nation to combat global warming through a formal commitment to reduce greenhouse emissions.


SCSU President Cheryl J. Norton recently signed the American College & University Presidents’ Climate Commitment, a document that calls for educational institutions to bolster their schools’ environmental efforts through improved energy efficiency, conservation and other steps in pursuit of “climate neutrality.” The agreement also calls for an inventory of all greenhouse gas emissions.

Norton becomes a “charter signatory” to the commitment by signing before Sept. 15, when implementation officially begins. A select group of more than 300 colleges and universities has also done so.


“As a university, we are dedicated to being a good citizen for the betterment of our local communities, the state, the nation, and indeed the world,” Norton said. “Being a good steward of the environment is an important part of being a good citizen. Southern has been and will continue to be a leader in being environmentally responsible. It is only natural, therefore, for us to become one of the pioneer members of this program.”

Norton pointed to an array of accomplishments that have vaulted SCSU into a position of leadership in the environmental arena. The university:

*Gained a “green building certification” last year from the U.S. Green Building Council for its West Campus Residence Complex, which opened in 2004 as the newest residence hall on campus. The designation was part of the council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program and was one of the first two buildings administered by the state Department of Public Works to attain such an award. This project has minimized air pollution and results in better indoor air quality.

* Earned recognition from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 2003 for its commitment to controlling spiraling energy costs. Many energy conservation measures have been instituted before and after, including the placement of energy misers on the vending machines to reduce refrigeration costs, the installation of 3,000 motion detectors for more efficient lighting, and the addition of “easy save” devices to all computers that power down the monitors after 15 minutes of non-activity. 

* Constructed a new Energy Center that was completed in 2004 and has enabled the university to meet increasingly challenging environmental standards. It has reduced pollutants by 50 percent and is 40 percent more efficient than the 54-year-old power plant it replaced. The fuel burned in the center is ultra low sulfur fuel, which reduces pollutants.

*Bolstered its recycling program with a 36-percent increase in the volume of “mixed office paper” and 33-percent increase in the volume of bottles and cans that were recycled from January to June 2007, compared with the previous six month period. SCSU recycles a myriad of items, including light bulbs, batteries and motor oil.

*Started a shuttle bus service to and from the New Haven train station in 2005, which is a step toward reducing vehicle exhaust/emissions from personal vehicles.


*Built new parking garages that capture the runoff of oil and gas so that they are contained and separated from water that seeps into the storm drains.

*Improved the aesthetics of the campus with additional flowers and plants, as well as an organic vegetable garden that is a student-led initiative.

*Buildings have been equipped with "Green Seal Certified" glass cleaner, floor and neutral cleaners, along with an automated dilution dispensing system. 

And on Sept. 8, Southern is hosting the Green Expo, part of the Connecticut Folk Festival and Green Expo. The event includes environmental exhibits and demonstrations, as well as workshops, to promote the use of clean and efficient energy and demonstrating ways to lead a more sustainable lifestyle.


Robert Sheeley, associate vice president for capital budgeting and facilities operations, said students have also played a role in energy conservation, noting that there have been contests to see which residence hall could save the most money, as well as opportunities for students to display their artistic abilities with signs and posters. “We have about 2,600 students living on campus during the academic year and their participation is crucial for us to reach our goals,” Sheeley said. “We applaud them for their efforts.”

