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STATE SUPREME COURT REVERSES RULING ON SCHOOL SITE

City can proceed with new Worthington Hooker School on Whitney Avenue

NEW HAVEN –The City is pleased that the state Supreme Court reversed a lower court’s ruling and cleared the way for construction of the new Worthington Hooker 3-8 school at 691 Whitney Ave.
The Citywide School Construction Program aspires to have the school, which will accommodate students in grades 3-8, ready for occupancy by summer 2009. 
"This is an important step forward that allows us to provide Hooker school students the building and resources they deserve for continued excellence," said Mayor John DeStefano, Jr. "Our selection of this site was the result of an extensive study that involved input from the neighborhood and the Hooker School community. Great schools make for great neighborhoods. The expansion of Hooker School on Whitney Avenue only makes a terrific neighborhood even better." 

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Reginald Mayo agreed. “It has always been our position that the Worthington Hooker school community deserves the same modern 21st century learning environment as all of the other school construction projects. We thank the Worthington Hooker school community and those in East Rock, including our elected leaders and supportive residents, who stood by this process. We look forward to proceeding.”

The unanimous decision was written by Justice Joette Katz. The court concurred with the Board of Alderman that the plan does not constitute spot zoning. It also agreed with New Haven’s City Plan Commission, which “expressly found that the proposed plan met all of the requirements of the RH-1 zone in which the site was located” along with meeting city ordinances, regulations, and standard details. The justices in their ruling directed the trial court to dismiss residents’ appeals of the site plan approval and the zone change. The City was represented in the case by Joseph P. Williams, lead attorney, from Shipman and Goodwin.

“Upon examination of the record, we find no proper reason for the trial court to have overturned that decision,” the court wrote.

Susan Weisselberg, coordinator of School Construction, said the goal is to have the school built and ready for occupancy by summer of 2009. “We are meeting with the design and construction team throughout the month to see if that can be achieved,” she said.

The project will deliver a new, 60,000 s.f. school that will accommodate Worthington Hooker students in grades 3-8. Grades K-2 returned to their renovated home at 180 Canner St. this spring.

The architectural firm of Roth & Moore has created a design that reuses the existing 1950s church structure (originally designed by New Haven architect Douglas Orr) to provide a 350-seat auditorium, lunch room and full size gymnasium. The auditorium will include the original Aeolian-Skinner organ, considered a gem by the music community in New Haven. A new academic wing with acoustically designed classrooms will be joined to these public facilities with an all-weather connector passing between two European beech trees on the site. Classrooms, administrative spaces, a media center, science lab, and art and music rooms are planned. The construction manager is R2D. The project is currently approved at $22.4 million. The final budget number is under review, as it needs to be adjusted for inflation, given the delays from litigation.
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