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JUNTA CELEBRATES ITS 38thANNIVERSARY
New Haven, CT -- On November 2nd, Junta for Progressive Action will celebrate its 38th  anniversary with a gala fundraiser at the Bethel AME Church Community Outreach Center. Proceeds from the event will help support Junta’s programs and raise awareness for the issues that are central to Junta’s mission. The event will feature live salsa music (the popular Latin band Agua Pa’ Chocolate), delicious Latin cuisine (from Ola’s Restaurant), and Junta’s famous homemade mojitos (a traditional Cuban drink).  
Pa’Lante is this year’s theme. Translated simply into English, Pa’Lante means “Moving Onward,” but to Latinos, the word implies a deeper struggle to overcome adversity as a community. Junta could not think of a better way to capture the resoluteness which is almost palpable within New Haven’s Latino community today as it strives to strengthen the advocacy efforts, programs, and leadership necessary for progress. Moreover, in order to recognize an individual who has contributed significantly to the New Haven, Latino, and immigrant communities, Junta will honor Kica Matos. Ms. Matos served as Executive Director of Junta for five years before becoming the Community Services Administrator for the City of New Haven. She has set a formidable example for effective leadership and public service through her integrity, passion, and vision. 
Junta is the oldest Latino non-profit organization in New Haven, serving approximately 4,400 individuals every year and providing programs and services in seven different areas including Adult Education, Economic Development, Immigrant Rights, Cultural Awareness, Legal Advocacy, Family Management and Youth Services. Junta is a thriving organization staffed by committed young professionals whose good work is being extensively recognized. In 2005, Junta was a recipient of the Champions in Action award, given by Citizens Bank of Connecticut and WTNH-News Channel 8 in recognition of “non profit organizations that champion change and make a difference in lives and communities every day.”
WHEN: Friday, November 2, 2007 from 7PM – 12AM
WHERE: The Bethel AME Church Community Outreach Center, 654 Orchard Street, New Haven, CT 
TICKETS: $75. To purchase tickets in advance, please call 203.787.0191
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