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                               Project Safe Neighborhoods

NEW HAVEN MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO GUN CHARGE

               Kevin J. O'Connor, the United States Attorney for the

District of Connecticut, announced that  ALONZO WILLAMS, age 35,

formerly of New Haven, Connecticut, today pleaded guilty before Senior

United States District Judge Peter C. Dorsey to an indictment charging

him with possession of a firearm by a convicted felon.  When he is

sentenced on January 4, 2008, WILLIAMS faces a term of imprisonment of

up to ten years' incarceration, followed by three years of supervised

release, and a $250,000 fine.  WILLIAMS will remain incarcerated pending

sentencing.

       "This guilty plea shows that the federal government, through the

Project Safe Neighborhoods initiative, is committed to vigorously

enforcing gun laws to make the streets of New Haven safer from convicted

felons who possess firearms," United States Attorney O'Connor stated.

       This case is being investigated by the Bureau of Alcohol,

Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, and the New Haven Police Department.

This case is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney

Anthony E. Kaplan.

       The Project Safe Neighborhood Initiative is aimed at reducing

gun violence, deterring illegal possession of guns, and improving the

safety of residents in New Haven, and other Connecticut cities.

Participants in the initiative include community members and

organizations as well as federal, state and local law enforcement

agencies.   More informaton on the nationwide Project Safe Neighborhoods

Initiative can be found at www.psn.gov.

###
