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Developing a Safer and Bike-Friendly Connecticut: The DeStefano Plan
Mayor John DeStefano, candidate for governor of Connecticut, embraces bicycle safety and pledges to make Connecticut a more bike-friendly environment. Biking “not only provides an alternative way to get to work, it also saves on gas money, provides exercise and is gentle on the City’s environment,” said DeStefano. As the nation faces exorbitant gas prices and becomes increasingly concerned with protecting the environment, a majority of Americans want to bicycle more and support spending tax dollars on creating and improving bicycle facilities. However, less than 1 percent of all trips nationwide and less than 0.5 percent of all trips in Connecticut are made by bicycle. Bicyclists are deterred by the highly unsafe bicycle facilities and vehicle drivers’ lack of awareness about bicyclists’ rights on the road. Mayor DeStefano looks to increase the number of bike riders and promote bicycling as a means of transportation. The only way to accomplish this is by making bicycling a safer practice through expanding bicycle facilities and raising awareness across the state.  
His Record

Throughout his 13 years as mayor of New Haven, DeStefano has striven to make the city a safer place for bicyclists. Under DeStefano’s leadership, 15.5 percent of New Haven residents use “non-motorized” transportation when commuting to work, which is the highest percentage of any of the top 10 cities in New England, including Boston.
More specifically, the Mayor: 

· Worked with bicycle advocacy groups including Elm City Cycling and Connecticut Bicycle Coalition to promote bicycle safety programs and raise awareness about bikers’ rights.
· Created the Share the Streets Advisory Committee to develop a framework for bicycle facility planning in the city.

· Oversaw the construction of new bike lanes in New Haven, including a lane on Peck Street at the newly revitalized Quinnipiac Terrace. Also made a lane at Orange Street as part of a plan to make bike lanes which connect every New Haven neighborhood to the downtown area. 

· Initiated bicycle safety discussions between bicycle advocacy groups, including Elm City Cycling and the Connecticut Bicycle Coalition, and the City Plan Department, the Department of Traffic and Parking, and the Police Department.
· Updated the Department of Traffic and Parking website with information on bicycle safety, a map of bicycle lanes in the state, state bicycle laws, and tips for using CT Transit bicycle racks.
· Worked with the bicycle advocacy community to promote “Bike to Work Day.”

· Aggressively pursued the development of the Farmington Canal Heritage Trail, a bicycle and walking trail which extends from New Haven to Northampton, MA.

· Successfully pushed for the installation of bicycle-sensitive video detection systems at traffic lights which can be triggered by bicycles.
The Facts
While Connecticut has taken steps to improve bicycle safety across the state, recent data shows there is still much more work to be done. 
· In 2004, 670 bicycle-involved accidents occurred; of these accidents, 314 resulted from either the biker or vehicle driver’s failure to grant the right of way and 110 resulted from the biker or vehicle driver’s violation of traffic control.
· In 301 of the accidents, the bike rider neglected to wear a helmet.
· Between 1995 and 2003, there were 33,922 emergency department visits and 1,231 hospital admissions due to bicycle injury.
· 13.6% of traffic deaths in Connecticut in 2000-2001 were people on foot or bicycle.
· According to a 2003 study, Connecticut has a statewide long-range bicycle and pedestrian plan, but it does not meet the Federal Highway Administration’s recommendations.

The DeStefano Proposal

As governor of Connecticut, DeStefano would continue to prioritize bicycle safety. He pledges to promote bicycle safety by:

· Working with the Department of Transportation to provide more bike facilities including marked bike lanes, multi-use paths, and wider shoulders, and include bike lanes in future road planning. A 2003 study found that Connecticut does not include bike lanes in new projects and reconstruction sites. The implementation of more and better-marked bike lanes, multi-use paths, and wider shoulders will encourage people to bike more. Said DeStefano, “When we create bicycle lanes, we help create a safer environment for current bicycle commuters and we can reduce traffic congestion and pollution at the same time.”
· Establishing a better connection between Connecticut’s mass transit system and bicyclists. Only CTTransit buses in the New Haven and Stamford areas provide bicycle racks on the front of the vehicles. In addition, bicyclists are only allowed to bring their bikes on trains if there is adequate room for passengers. DeStefano will work to place bike racks, for which there is no extra fare, on all of Connecticut’s public buses and trains to facilitate transferring from bicycling to other modes of transportation and encourage people to bike at least a portion of their commute.
· Clarifying information about bicycle rights and safety in the Connecticut DMV’s driver manual. The Connecticut DMV Driver’s Manual includes little information about bicyclists’ rights and safety precautions. The manual refers to biking mainly as a recreational activity, and does not reflect the fact that bicycles can be used a mode of transportation which has resulted in the exclusion of critical information about dealing with bicyclists on major roads and interstates. DeStefano proposes working with organizations to clarify the language in the manual, based on other state manuals such as Maine’s which more clearly express bicyclists’ rights and responsibilities.
· Continuing to install bicycle-sensitive video detection systems at traffic lights across the state. New video detection systems on traffic lights are sensitive enough to be triggered by bicycles. The detection systems help monitor the flow of traffic. Bicycles’ improved ability to activate traffic lights promotes their increased use as a mode of transportation by equalizing them with vehicles. The new video system is a way of acknowledging - in our traffic signal management system - that bicycles are increasingly a mode of transportation for our residents. 
· Enforcing the use of helmets. In Connecticut, children under 16 years old are required by law to wear a helmet. Bicyclists who do not wear helmets are 14 times more likely to be in a fatal accident than are helmeted bicyclists, and bicycle helmets have been found to lower the risk of head injury by up to 85%. However, 301 of the 1354 Connecticut bicyclists in bicycle-involved accidents in 2004 neglected to wear helmets. DeStefano will push police to monitor bicyclists and discuss with them the necessity of wearing bicycle helmets, for children younger and older than 16 years. 
· Promoting the Safe Routes to School program. Adopted by Connecticut in February 2006, the Safe Routes to School program is a new federally funded initiative to encourage students in elementary and middle schools to bike and walk to school through safety education and the development of biking facilities around schools. Connecticut’s Department of Transportation is in its early stages of developing the program and has been allocated a minimum of $1 million annually for a five year period from 2005 to 2009 to provide funding for these programs. DeStefano supports the full establishment of the program in Connecticut and a statewide Safe Routes to School awareness campaign which will consist of awareness meetings for state and local agencies, municipalities, schools and parents
