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INTERNATIONAL TOURISM SUMMIT SET FOR NEW HAVEN IN 2008

Greater New Haven Convention & Visitors Bureau President, Ginny Kozlowski, announced today that the 13th Annual Discover New England Tourism Summit and International Marketplace will be held in New Haven, Connecticut, April 14 – 16, 2008 at the Omni New Haven Hotel at Yale.  The main objective of the event is to familiarize group tour planners from the United Kingdom, Germany, France and Ireland, as well as receptive operators from the United States with New England.  The International Tourism Summit provides a great opportunity for owners/operators of local tourism business to learn how to expand their role in the international market and to network with international tour operators as well as with their regional tourism colleagues.
The Greater New Haven Convention & Visitors Bureau will co-host the Summit with the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism.  In addition, Yale University, Town Green Special Services District, Market New Haven, International Festival of Arts & Ideas and Pilot Pen Tennis will play an integral role in the successful implementation of the event.

Over 40 international tour operators are expected to attend the 3-day event that will include activities throughout Connecticut.  As international travel is the fastest growing tourism sector in New England, the Greater New Haven region has an unprecedented opportunity to maximize its presence in this expanding market.  This particular event is unique in that New England is not competing against other destinations for the same tourism dollars.  The Discover New England Tourism Summit  encourages the New England states to work together allowing the entire region to take advantage of the longer vacations typically enjoyed by the overseas traveler.  It truly is an opportunity for New England to shine.

-more-
One of five tourism regions in Connecticut, the Greater New Haven Convention & Visitors Bureau, markets 19 communities in an effort to enhance the region’s economy and quality of life generating increased individual and group visitor spending. The region encompasses 19 towns and cities in southern Connecticut, including Bethany, Branford, Cheshire, Clinton, Durham, East Haven, Guilford, Hamden, Killingworth, Madison, Middlefield, Milford, New Haven, North Branford, North Haven, Orange, Wallingford, West Haven and Woodbridge. 
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