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INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF ARTS & IDEAS TO HOST BIG READ AGAIN IN 2008;

FESTIVAL IS ONE OF 127 ORGANIZATIONS NATIONWIDE
 CHOSEN BY NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS

Greater New Haven Area To Read and Celebrate ‘Fahrenheit 451’ 

during Big Read program
Program to expand to 20 towns in the Greater New Haven Area
(November 13, 2007—New Haven, CT) —The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) today continued its drive toward making the Big Read the largest federal reading program in U.S. history. The NEA announced that the International Festival of Arts & Ideas is one of 127 libraries, municipalities, and arts, culture, higher education, and science organizations to receive a grant to host a Big Read celebration of one of 16 classic novels from January-June 2008. The NEA launched the Big Read nationally in 2007 in partnership with the Institute of Museum and Library Services and in cooperation with Arts Midwest.
The latest Big Read grantees represent 38 states, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. The NEA inaugurated the Big Read as a pilot project with ten communities in 2006. By 2009, approximately 400 communities in the U.S. will have hosted a Big Read since the program’s launch.

This will be the second year in a row that New Haven will participate in The Big Read. Last year, more than 14,000 residents participated in The Big Read. This year, participants will read Ray Bradbury’s prescient piece of science fiction – “Fahrenheit 451.” 
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To encourage even wider regional participation in the Big Read, the Festival is partnering with the Connecticut Library Consortium to reach out to 20 towns from the Naugatuck Valley to the Shoreline to encourage everyone to join in reading “Fahrenheit 451.”  A program of activities including book groups, essay contests, panel discussions and book discussions in diverse locations will be aimed at a wide range of “hard to reach” and non-reader audiences.  The program will conclude in New Haven with a series of events to occur during the Festival’s 15-day run from June 14-28. As of November 12, more than 30 community partners had committed to working with the Festival to present the Big Read in the New Haven area. (See attached list)

“The themes presented in ‘Fahrenheit 451’ – banned books, press freedom and civil liberties – are as relevant today as they were a half-century ago,” when Bradbury penned the perennial bestseller, said Mary Lou Aleskie, executive director of the International Festival of Arts & Ideas. “This is a continuation of the work we started with our first Big Read project aimed at  helping to restore reading at the center of the community. This effort fits perfectly with the Festival’s mission to bring the community together – and what better way than to stimulate discussion and foster ideas across a wide spectrum of issues and community.” she added.

 Christine Bradley, executive director of the Connecticut Library Consortium said, “ We are pleased to join the Festival in this endeavor by bringing our resources and network of libraries to the Big Read program to help it expand regionally.”

The state of Connecticut once again, scored big with the NEA’s Big Read project. This year, New Haven will again be joined by Hartford, which will be reading “The Maltese Falcon”; Bridgeport, which will be reading ‘”The Joy Luck Club” and Norwalk, which also will be reading “Fahrenheit 451.”
“In just two years, the Big Read has grown from ten communities to include nearly 200 towns and cities nationwide. Although each of these communities celebrates its Big Read program in its own way, one theme we consistently hear back is that the Big Read is not just bringing citizens back to the joy of reading, but also reinvigorating the very idea of community,” said NEA Chairman Dana Gioia. “I am delighted to announce the newest round of Big Read communities in this program, which is about so much more than reading.”

 “The Big Read is reaching across state and international borders," said Dr. Anne-Imelda Radice, Director of the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS), the NEA's lead federal partner for the Big Read. "As director of the IMLS, the federal agency that funds libraries and museums, I am pleased to support this initiative that is creating a new generation of readers. The sky is truly the limit with this partnership."
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The Big Read is an initiative of the National Endowment for the Arts designed to restore reading to the center of American culture. The Big Read brings together partners across the country to encourage reading for pleasure and enlightenment.
A listing of all the Big Read grants awarded for programming in January-June 2008 is also available at www.neabigread.org.
For more information about the Big Read in the Greater New Haven area, call 203.498.3723.

A list of New Haven-area community partners as of November 12, 2007 follows.

The International Festival of Arts & Ideas plays host to 100,000 people each year. Since its founding in 1996, the Festival has presented more than 13,000 artists and thinkers in over 3,500 events, celebrations, explorations, forums, exhibitions, debates, presentations and more. The Festival takes place in more than two dozen venues in and around New Haven, Connecticut, including theaters, concert halls, courtyards and the streets. More than 75 countries have been represented in the Festival since its inception. In 2007, the Festival played host to performers from countries such as France, Japan, Brazil, Africa, Russia, Canada, and the United States.
The International Festival of Arts & Ideas receives support from the Connecticut Commission on Culture & Tourism, the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven and Yale University. The Festival is a participant in the Greater New Haven Arts Stabilization Project, a joint venture of the Greater New Haven philanthropic community.

The National Endowment for the Arts is a public agency dedicated to supporting excellence in the arts—both new and established—bringing the arts to all Americans, and providing leadership in arts education. Established by Congress in 1965 as an independent agency of the federal government, the Arts Endowment is the nation’s largest annual funder of the arts, bringing great art to all 50 states, including rural areas, inner cities, and military bases. For more information, please visit www.arts.gov. 

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for the nation’s 122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. The Institute’s mission is to create strong libraries and museums that connect people to information and ideas. The Institute works at the national level and in coordination with state and local organizations to sustain heritage, culture, and knowledge; enhance learning and innovation; and support professional development. For more information, please visit www.imls.gov.
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Arts Midwest connects people throughout the Midwest and the world to meaningful arts opportunities, sharing creativity, knowledge, and understanding across boundaries. Arts Midwest connects the arts to audiences throughout the nine-state region of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. One of six non-profit regional arts organizations in the United States, Arts Midwest’s history spans more than 25 years. For more information, please visit www.artsmidwest.org. 
2008 Big Read Partner Organizations
Lead Organizations: International Festival of Arts & Ideas
and the Connecticut Library Consortium

Albertus Magnus College

Ansonia Library

Area Cooperative Educational Services (ACES)

Arts Council of Greater New Haven

Case Memorial Library, Orange

Cheshire Correctional Institution

Cheshire Public Library

City of New Haven Department of Elderly Services

City of New Haven Mayor’s Office

City of New Haven Office of Cultural Affairs

Community Mediation

Connecticut Humanities Council

Department of Jewish Education of Greater New Haven

Derby Public Library

Dwight Central Management Team
Gateway Community College

Greater New Haven Chamber of Commerce

Hamden Public Library

JUNTA for Progressive Action

LEAP

Neighborhood Music School

New Haven Free Public Library

New Haven Museum and Historical Society

New Haven Police Academy

New Haven Public Schools

New Haven Reads Community Book Bank

New Haven Register

New Haven Theatre Company / Uninvited Guests Productions

Patrons of the New Haven Free Public Library

Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic

Southern Connecticut State University

The Community Foundation of Greater New Haven

The Graduate Club

The Yale Bookstore

University of New Haven

Wallingford Public Library

WTNH/MyTV9
Yale University Office of New Haven and State Affairs

* As of November 12, 2007













