From:  C. Ana Rodriquez, Member of THE Star of Jacob Christian Church Inc.

Date:   December 16, 2007

To:     The Editor of La Voz Hispana
I would like to take this opportunity to express my views regarding the article your paper published in your Noviembre 29 – Diciembre 6 del 2007 Año 16/Edición Numero 48 of your newspaper.  This article was an interview held between your reporter Hernando Diosa and Pastor Armando Hernández.  The article was both informative and thorough and it served to assist both the Pastor and your readers the opportunity to come to grips with what happened four years and three months ago.
I believe the Pastor is making the right move as he chooses to return to his family and his community (the community who witness his development from a lay member of the church to a great and respected leader) in hopes to find (pardon, which I believe no one can give out except GOD) hearts which are sensitive to his needs and allow him to begin the healing process (long overdue). 
The information following your subtitles elaborates on important aspects of the Pastor’s journey in the last four years and three months.  In some aspects the information serves to validate his choices, but it also serves to thicken the tarnish on his reputation. 

(At the present) Pastor Hernandez should not expect sympathy for what he did; the choice he made four years and three months ago did in fact affect many individuals, organizations and communities outside of the boundaries of his home, his family (Hernandez- Matta), his close friends like Rev. Abraham Marsach, et al., Members of the Second and First Star of Jacob Churches, Radio Amor, District Counsel (Assemblies of GOD), Ministries outside of Connecticut, Puerto Rico and countries such as: Mexico and Venezuela.  Pastor Hernandez was a global leader (to put is lightly).  

Can Pastor Hernandez fathom the aftermath of his disappearance? We were told Pastor Hernandez was taken hostage by three men who entered his home, and neither his children nor spouse knew where he was taken.  Is he able to imagine the chaos this bit of information caused in the church and community? I remember watching my brothers and sisters many of whom walked around like zombies, crying and in mourning because he had disappeared.   It was not until later on that week that we were informed by the English speaking media that Pastor Hernandez was not taken hostage and had instead taken a sabbatical leave and was not returning as the Pastor of the Second Star of Jacob Church.  Therefore, what Pastor Hernandez did not witness was the devastation and almost insane state of spiritual, emotional and physical impact he left behind to be felt by his family, friends, church and community at large (this includes the English Speaking community who also felt the impact of his disappearance). 
Although none of us can speak for anyone else, and I don’t intend to, I stand firmly on the opinion that our community wants Pastor Hernandez to restore himself and become successful.  However, it would be ironic if the Pastor thought that all those individual he deceived would be waiting for him with open arms. We (the public) hold our clergy and religious representatives accountable as stewards of GOD’s children; we expect them to be the gate keepers and safe guard us from individuals who seek to bamboozle the sheep they are responsible for.  He is upset with the individuals who are keeping the doors secured from him, but, has he ever stopped to consider that this is exactly what they should be doing given his actions? Why would he think that they are throwing stones? Truly all of us have fallen short, hence we do not seek to throw stones, but should this excuse us from watching over the innocent who expect us to care for them, and stand cover for them during the tempest.  

Pastor Hernandez might have a few enemies, but not necessarily, I think no one really cares to attack the Pastor or defy him as an individual and he should not expect anyone to, however what he should expect to fine are individuals who do not trust him. His actions speak louder than words, and he cannot expect the Christian community to forget his actions.  As Christian’s we live by what we profess to believe and it our actions who speak for us! (See) Hebrew’s 12: 1 & 2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for US.  Let us fix our eyes on JESUS, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of GOD.”  
Since your article, the conversations have been around one thing, and that is anticipating and observing his recovery.  We look forward to Pastor Hernandez recovery because his example will speak for itself, and will allow him to teach and counsel many of us who have been victims of deception and betrayal. We hope and deeply seek his recovery so that we can celebrate his victory and emulate it in our own daily living as he exemplifies his walk with JESUS.  We want him to lead by example, and to soon share with us how he was able to overcome the obstacles of his past and how is he dealing with the present. We all struggle to keep the faith and uphold the values taught by our parents, teachers, pastors, mentors, etc. but sometimes we do not listen to the advice and/or put it into practice. Daily our challenge is to put into practice what we have been taught and seek to overcome the obstacles and hopefully claim victory over another day. 
As a reader I am puzzled as to why Pastor Hernandez is adamantly taking offense against anyone calling him a thief. He mentions the teachings of his grandfather, who told him that he must have “vergüenza”.  He himself acknowledges that he never stole a dollar but, he certainly did take much more than a dollar from his family, church and community. He denied them of having a father, a grandfather, a husband, the church lost their pastor and the Christian community lost their leader. What else can Pastor Hernandez take away?  Pastor Hernandez failed to realize that “with great power, comes great responsibility” * and no one (not even his closest friends) can guarantee that he is ready to receive the caliber of responsibility he compromised four years and three months ago. 

I concur with the author of this interview’s quote, “todos los hombres caen; y solo los grandes se levantan”, and in my book the true GREATS are: the mother of his children, his children & grandchildren, all the STAR of JACOB CHUCHES, the ecclesiastical community and the public and political community.  KUDOS TO THEM, they have stood firm for four years and three months and weathered many storms and are now stronger than ever and stand ready to assist Pastor Hernandez with his recovery. 

*Spider Man 2006

