Three Strikes Laws: Unintended harsher impact on communities of color, women and children.

At the start of the 1990s, the U.S. had more Black men (between the ages of 20 and 29) under the control of the nation's criminal justice system than the total number in college. (http://www.drugwarfacts.org/racepris.htm)
Blacks are 12 times more likely to be imprisoned than Whites in CT. Hispanics are 6.6 times more likely to be imprisoned than Whites in CT. (Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2005)
Most illicit drug users are White. In 2004, White people represented 88% of CT’s drug-induced overdose deaths. Yet 58% of those in state prisons for drug felonies are Black. Among persons convicted of drug felonies in state courts, Whites were less likely than Blacks to be sent to prison, 33% vs. 51%. (http://www.abwf-ct.org/schoolzonemaps.pdf) (http://www.drugwarfacts.org/racepris.htm)
The system is inherently racist. A three-strikes law will unfairly incarcerate more Black and Hispanic people.

Over two-thirds of incarcerated women have children under the age of 18, and two thirds of those mothers were the primary caretaker. 25% of incarcerated women have had a child within the last year. The number of women imprisoned in the United States grew last year at a rate of more than 1.5 times the rate of growth for men. We must think how this affects families and communities! (www.wpaonline.org)

80% of incarcerated women have experienced sexual or physical abuse prior to being incarcerated. Women need healing and counseling, but instead they are re-traumatized. (www.alternet.org/story/73784/) 
We all want to make Connecticut safer. 
Harsher sentencing laws and three-strikes laws have not been proven to reduce violent crime, but they have been shown to increase costs. Under its three-strikes law, California has a prison budget that is running neck and neck with the budget for higher education and will soon overtake it, with an expected rate of growth of nine percent per year. (Sterngold, James.  “Prisons’ Budget to Trump Colleges.’”  San Francisco Chronicle, May 21, 2007)
The most successful campaign to reduce violent crime in American history, the “Boston Miracle,” reduced murders by 77% in seven years - and experienced a year of no youth homicides - by empowering local ministers and social workers to give input on sentencing and prosecution. In other words, Boston increased discretion in sentencing and prosecution, while three-strikes laws actually take away discretion.

(http://www.bostoninnovation.org/bostoninnovation/communitySafety.htm) 
