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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  February 22, 2008

(New Haven, CT):  Tweed New Haven Airport Authority Pauses Construction Start for 60 Days 

Tweed New Haven Airport Authority Chairman Mark Volchek has promised a sixty (60) day time-out before moving forward with construction on the Airport's $10M Runway Safety Area project. This will allow the Authority time to take additional steps to meet with nearby residents and inform them about construction details and schedule and to discuss with the Town any outstanding issues surrounding the project..

The Airport Authority is undertaking safety improvements, including the installation of grass Runway Safety Areas at each end of the main runway, under construction permits issued in 2007 by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection. Similar work is being carried out at airports across the country, funded by the Federal Aviation Administration.  At Tweed, the FAA grant for the safety areas will also pay for important environmental enhancements including rebuilding the antiquated tide gates on Morris Creek and restoring 54 acres of tidal wetlands at the south end of the airport. 

Volchek and newly hired Executive Director Tim Larson met with East Haven Mayor April Capone Almon to discuss the safety area project and explore ways that the Authority can convey more information to the public about specifics of the project.  The Authority will use its web site www.flytweed.com and other means to let the community know what to expect when construction resumes in terms of schedule, work locations, and equipment.

“Tim Larson will meet with airport neighbors and others over the next two months, with strategic direction from the Authority Board of Directors,” Volchek said.  "We are taking this step because we want to be a good neighbor. Delivering more information to community residents will allow for a better project in the long run."

“I look forward to starting a new dialogue with Tweed neighbors and addressing some long-held concerns about the airport,”  Larson said.  “The sooner we start to work together, the sooner we will benefit from the value the airport brings to the region.” 
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