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AMERICAN STAR MARDY FISH COMMITS TO PILOT PEN TENNIS

2007 Pilot Pen Tennis Finalist Coming Off Upset Win Over World No. 1 Roger Federer  

NEW HAVEN, Conn., April 10, 2008 – American superstar Mardy Fish, a finalist at the 2007 Pilot Pen Tennis tournament, who is coming off a recent upset win over World No. 1 Roger Federer, has become the first ATP player to commit to Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick, an Olympus US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour to be held August 15-23, 2008 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale, it was announced today by Anne Worcester, tournament director.
Fish, currently ranked No. 42 in the world, recently had one of the biggest wins of his career when he upset World No. 1 Roger Federer at the Masters Series event in Indian Wells, California, en route to the finals where he fell in three sets to World No. 3 Novak Djokovic. It was the first time an American had defeated Federer in more than four years, and was the second time Fish had reached a Masters Series final (Cincinnati 2003). In addition, earlier this year he had two solid performances when he reached the quarterfinals of Delray Beach and San Jose.

“Mardy’s performance last year at Pilot Pen Tennis, and a few weeks ago against Roger Federer, was nothing short of spectacular,” said Worcester. “We are delighted that our finalist from last year, and someone who has battled back against adversity over the past couple years, is the first player to commit to the 2008 Pilot Pen."

A former top 20 player whose career was on the rise after winning the silver medal at the Athens Olympics in 2004, Fish suffered a wrist injury in 2005 that required two surgeries and threatened to derail his career.  Over the past two years he has steadily climbed back toward the top of the ATP rankings, winning his second career title at Houston in 2006, reaching the quarterfinals of the Australian Open in early 2007, and reaching the finals of the Pilot Pen last summer before falling to one of his best friends, Connecticut native James Blake.

“Last year’s Pilot Pen was a highlight for me,” said Fish. “To be able to play against James in such a terrific atmosphere was special. I am looking forward to the tournament again this year, and hope this time I can raise the champion’s trophy.” 

For tickets, how to become a volunteer, or more information about the tournament, please call the Pilot Pen Tennis Box Office, 888/99-PILOT, 203/776-7331, or log on to www.pilotpentennis.com.

-more-

p. 2 Pilot Pen Tennis – Fish

About Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick ®

Pilot Pen Tennis presented by Schick, an Olympus US Open Series event on the ATP and Sony Ericsson WTA Tour, will be held August 15-23, 2008 at the Connecticut Tennis Center at Yale.  The Pilot Pen is the first ever combined men’s and women’s summer tournament leading into the US Open.  The 2007 Pilot Pen, whose champions are Sveltana Kuznetsova and James Blake, drew nearly 100,000 spectators and was televised nationally for 18 hours on ESPN2 and CBS Sports. 

About the Olympus US Open Series 

The Olympus US Open Series brings together the 10 summer tournaments in North America, three television networks, tennis’ sanctioning bodies and top corporate sponsors during the summer tennis season. In 2007 the Series continued its enhancements to the sport, including more national TV hours, live back-to-back Finals every Sunday, bonus prize money at the US Open, new court colors, and a significant national marketing campaign.
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