Press Release-
 
NEW HAVEN DENIED "BICYCLE FRIENDLY" Designation; GETS HONORABLE MENTION
 
New Haven, Conn. – Today the League of American Bicyclists announced its decision not to designate New Haven a "Bicycle-Friendly Community." New Haven, however, did achieve a runner-up "Honorable Mention" for its efforts in promoting cycling. The City of New Haven, in partnership with ElmCityCycling, had submitted an application for designation as a Bicycle-Friendly Community in March. The application entailed a comprehensive audit of New Haven's cycling infrastructure and policies.

 

"It is, of course, unfortunate that we weren't awarded a Bicycle-Friendly Community award but an Honorable Mention is a start," said Hunter Smith of ElmCityCycling. "To be frank," he added, "New Haven does have work to do in order to become truly bicycle friendly."

 

The evaluators from the League of American Bicyclists were impressed by the efforts of New Haven and ElmCityCycling to get people on their bikes. ElmCityCycling, in partnership with New Haven Public Schools, holds bicycle jamborees at local schools to teach children the basics of bicycle safety. ElmCityCycling organizes numerous bike rides and tours open to the public, as well as monthly bike-to-work days in the warmer half of the year with free breakfast for bicycle commuters. 

 

However, according to Jeff Peel, a Program Specialist for the League of American Bicyclists, the evaluators believed that with the already-high number of bicyclists in New Haven, "there should be someone on city staff working on bicycling issues, ideally full time." He also said that there was a consensus among the evaluators that "with New Haven as the example to the rest of the region, there is a notable absence of a Safe Routes to School Program, as well as a need for more bike parking, particularly at schools and parks." 

 

The League of American Bicyclists will be sending New Haven a letter shortly, detailing its recommendations on how to improve New Haven's bike-friendliness. New Haven's "Honorable Mention" status will last for one year. During that year, New Haven will have the chance to make the recommended improvements and then to resubmit an application for the Bicycle-Friendly designation.

 

"The City of New Haven and ElmCityCycling deserve an enormous amount of credit for earning an Honorable Mention recognition from the League of American Bicyclists," said Ryan Lynch, Senior Planner and Connecticut Coordinator for Tri-State Transportation Campaign, a
non-profit organization working toward a more balanced, transit-friendly and equitable transportation system in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey. "Accomplishing this at a time when the State Department of Transportation spends more than 36% of its transportation budget on highway expansion and less than 1% of the budget on bike and pedestrian projects is an amazing feat.  Imagine what could be accomplished if ConnDOT treated cycling and walking as a legitimate means of transportation."

 

One of ElmCityCycling's primary goals is for every neighborhood in New Haven to have a bicycle route that allows cyclists of all ages and abilities to travel safely to Downtown and Union Station. 

 

"Creating safer bicycling routes from every neighborhood in the city and its surrounding towns to Downtown New Haven represents a major opportunity to benefit our economy and quality of life, as even relatively modest improvements to street signage, road markings and average traffic speeds along designated routes could do much to encourage bicycling as a form of transportation," said Mark Abraham of ElmCityCycling.  

 

"We were very pleased to work on the application with Michael Piscitelli, the city's transportation chief," said Abraham. "He wants to get the city headed in the right direction and we hope that he is given the resources he needs to quickly implement his vision for a more pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly community."

 

Ward 9 Alderman Roland Lemar, who had worked with ElmCityCycling in encouraging the city to submit a Bicycle-Friendly Community application, said he was dismayed to learn of the application's result. But he said he hoped that this would serve as incentive for the city to make necessary improvements. "New Haven's potential to be pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly really is one of its greatest strengths. It's important that we take full advantage of it," said Lemar. "Walkable, bikeable communities are perceived to have a high quality of life," he added. "A more bicycle-friendly city means not only a more sustainable city with happier, healthier residents but it may also lead to increased property values, too."

 

A copy of the City's application is available on ElmCityCycling's website at www.elmcitycycling.org.

 

The Bicycle-Friendly Community Campaign, a program of the League of American Bicyclists, gives communities bronze, silver, gold and platinum awards in recognition for their efforts at promoting cycling as a means of transportation and recreation. Communities are evaluated based on their accomplishments at encouraging cycling in the areas of engineering, encouragement, enforcement and education.

 

Many municipalities throughout the country participate in the program including: Ann Arbor (bronze), Milwaukee, Wis. (bronze), Austin, Tx. (bronze), New York City (bronze), Arlington, Va. (silver) and San Francisco, Calif. (gold). Currently, the only two cities with platinum status are Davis, Calif and Portland, Ore. New Haven, if successful, would have been the first municipality in Connecticut to receive an award.

 

The League of American Bicyclists, founded in 1880 as the League of American Wheelmen, is a national organization dedicated to promoting cycling throughout the United States. Jeff Peel, at the League of American Bicyclists, can be reached for comment at (202) 822-1333.

 

ElmCityCycling is a group of more than 400 advocates in the Greater New Haven area committed to making the region and the city more bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly. Its meetings on the second Monday of every month at 6:00 pm in City Hall are open to all.

