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The national Day of Silence was Friday, April 25, and Common Ground High School didn't let it pass without some silence of its own. The Day of Silence (DOS) is a nationwide day of action, to raise awareness about bullying and harassment that lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) youth face on a daily basis. The Common Ground Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) started advertising for the DOS in early April and by Friday 45% of the 168 people at school participated. 

Participants selected from three different levels of participation and showed their support by wearing different colors. People wearing black chose not to speak at all, red signified non-speaking, but writing people and white was worn by vocal supporters who also donated $5 to the CG-GSA. Everyone who chose to participate was hand-stamped in the morning with "Be the change you want to see in the world," or a stamp with the word "friend," and its dictionary definition, or a simple "thank you." GSA members also magic-markered the rainbow on their hands and arms, to represent diversity across all ages, races and genders.

GSA members made sandwich-board epitaphs of LGBT people who died because of their orientation. These epitaphs were for Lawrence King who died this February, he was a middle-schooler who was shot twice in the head by a boy he had a crush on, Harvey Milk, who was assassinated in 1978 for his political views, Gwen Araujo, a transgendered Native American teen, Matthew Shepard, Private Barry 
Winchell, Brandon Teena, and JR Warren, among others. On the front of the epitaph was a picture and the birth and death dates; on the back was information about the person, and how they died. One of the most moving parts of the day came about when non-GSA members requested (silently) the privilege of wearing the epitaphs themselves throughout the day. One teacher even wore her epitaph to her dentist's office with a note about her participation in the Day of Silence!

Participants, including silent teachers, held the silence from 8 AM - 1:10 PM, when we broke the silence in every classroom simultaneously. Members of the GSA went into each classroom armed with talking points and questions to lead a discussion about how the DOS affected everyone, not just the participants. The big question was "What will you do to stop the bullying?" The day closed with GSA members reading aloud and passing out a copy of "The Student Bill of Rights" (http://disputeresolution.ohio.gov/schools/contentpages/billrights.htm). 

The GSA has 14 student and three adult members, so for 76 people to begin the day in solidarity was wonderfully uplifting!


