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UPCOMING EVENTS @ LABYRINTH 

May 2008

P R E S S   R E L E A S E S

For more information or with any questions please write to 

info-nh@labyrinthbooks.com or call Dorothea at 609.497.1600 #225

=========================================================

Gyorgy Dragoman

The White King

Monday, May 5th @ 5:30PM

Labyrinth Books NH

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Labyrinth Books invites you to a reading with the young and celebrated Hungarian author Gyorgy Dragoman in honor of his new heartbreaking coming-of-age novel -- an international sensation about to be published in 20 countries.

When his father abruptly departs for work with some strange men he called his 'colleagues,' eleven-year-old Djata must become the man of the house. It isn't until months later when his father still hasn't returned that the truth is finally revealed to him: his father was arrested by the secret police. Djata knows that he must learn to fill his father's shoes, even though among his friends he is still a boy: fighting neighborhood gang wars, 'volunteering' to dig ditches, playing soccer on grass that might be radioactive, having crushes, sneaking into secret screening rooms, and shooting at stray cats with his gun-happy, and politically influential, grandfather.

But this depiction of life in a totalitarian state — the only world Djata knows — is tempered by the sheer, hilarious absurdity of the situations he finds himself in, by his enduring faith in his father’s return, and by the moments of unexpected beauty and hope and the small acts of kindness that mark any life.

GYÖRGY DRAGOMÁN, 34, is a Beckett scholar and film critic. He has also translated works by Beckett, Joyce, Ian McEwan, Ivrine Welsh, and Mickey Donelly into Hungarian. Awarded Hungary’s prestigious Sándor Márai Prize, THE WHITE KING, translated from Hungarian by Paul Olchváry, is loosely based on Dragomán’s experience growing up in 1980s Romania under Ceausescu. He lives in Budapest with his wife, a poet, and their two young sons.
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Mandi Jackson

Model City Blues

Thursday, May 22nd @ 5.30PM

Labyrinth Books NH

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Please join us at Labyrinth for a discussion with Mandi Isaacs Jackson about past struggles in New Haven, many of which are ongoing, as we honor the publication of her new book.

Model City Blues tells the story of how regular people, facing a changing city landscape, fought for their own model of the “ideal city” by creating grassroots plans for urban renewal. Filled with vivid descriptions of significant moments in a protracted struggle, it offers a street-level account of organized resistance to institutional plans to transform New Haven, Connecticut, in the 1960s. Anchored in the physical spaces and political struggles of the city, it brings back to center stage the individuals and groups who demanded that their voices be heard.

"Mandi Jackson brings us back to the once-fabled struggle in New Haven over ‘the right to the city’. On the one side, the city's powerbrokers, in the name of urban revitalization, planned to bulldoze the neighborhoods in which African Americans had settled. On the other side, the people of those neighborhoods fought to hold onto the places that had become integral to their lives. Jackson's story shows us the centrality of place in human life and politics, and helps us to recognize the many tragedies that continue to result from contemporary processes of gentrification" 

—Frances Fox Piven, Brooklyn College, Graduate School of the City University of New York

Mandi Isaacs Jackson is a writer and researcher who teaches urban history and social movements. She received her Ph.D. in American Studies from Yale University.
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NH Review Summer Books Group:

Anna Politkovskaya: A Small Corner of Hell

Discussion led by Brian Francis Slattery

Wednesday, May 28th @ 6PM

Labyrinth Books NH

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Labyrinth Books presents the New Haven Review Summer Book Club, in which editors of and writers for the NH Review lead interactive, participatory discussions of recent books that they have loved.

Join us for the first meeting of the summer with Brian Francis Slattery, discussing Anna Politkovskaya's A Small Corner of Hell: Dispatches from Chechnya.

We encourage all to read this important book and come and share your thoughts.

Anna Politkovskaya, a correspondent for the liberal Moscow newspaper Novaya gazeta, was the only journalist to have constant access to the Chechnya in its long-standing war for independence. Her international stature and reputation for honesty among the Chechens allowed her to continue to report to the world the brutal tactics of Russia's leaders used to quell the uprisings. A Small Corner of Hell: Dispatches from Chechnya is her second book on this bloody and prolonged war. More than a collection of articles and columns, A Small Corner of Hell offers a rare insider's view of life in Chechnya over the past years. Centered on stories of those caught-literally-in the crossfire of the conflict, her book recounts the horrors of living in the midst of the war, examines how the war has affected Russian society, and takes a hard look at how people on both sides are profiting from it, from the guards who accept bribes from Chechens out after curfew to the United Nations. Politkovskaya's unflinching honesty and her courage in speaking truth to power combine here to produce a powerful account of what is acknowledged as one of the most dangerous and least understood conflicts on the planet.

Anna Politkovskaya was assassinated in Moscow on October 7, 2006.

Brian Francis Slattery was senior editor of the Journal of International Affairs and is now a freelance editor as well as one of the editors of the New Haven Review.
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