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JOHN C. DANIELS SCHOOL

DESIGNATED A HOT SCHOOL

NEW HAVEN - The Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism has admitted John C. Daniels School into the HOT Schools Program, a prestigious designation shared by only 41 schools in the State of Connecticut.

John C. Daniels School, a preK-7 school located at 569 Congress Ave., is the first and only HOT school in the State to be admitted to the program and approved by the CT tourism board in the last six years. John C. Daniels becomes the third New Haven school to have a HOT focus - Worthington Hooker and Edgewood School are HOT schools of longstanding.
Principal Gina Wells said, "This latest honor further proves that we are doing all the right things to create the best learning environment for our students.  It addition to our dual language program and our new international communication magnet status with a link to China, we are now going to further enhance our student's education with an emphasis on the arts. I am so proud of the staff and look forward to spending the week in a learning atmosphere based on the arts.”
Bonnie Koba, Arts in Education Program Manager at the Connecticut Commission on Culture and Tourism, said she is “delighted that JCD is becoming part of the HOT Schools family.  My site visit proved the school to be a warm and engaging atmosphere guided by highly energetic, committed staff and leadership.  I look forward to working with them on becoming a Higher Order Thinking School.”

The designation stands for Higher Order Thinking Schools, a program established in 1994 that works with select Connecticut schools to promote teaching and learning in, about, and through the arts in a democratic setting. The program is designed to build higher-order thinking skills in students through the core components of strong arts, arts integration, and democratic practice.

Since its inception, the program has served over 25,000 students in 41 Connecticut public schools from all congressional districts. About 2,800 educators and 75+ artist educators have participated in HOT training and professional development.


 In HOT schools, the arts are rigorous academic subjects, each with its own sequential curriculum that conveys knowledge not learned through other academic disciplines. HOT schools integrate the arts across disciplines, creating arts-rich environments that motivate students to make connections between and among subject areas and ideas. HOT schools cultivate a democratic school culture to which all members of the school community contribute and in which individual leadership is emphasized.

 

As a result of the designation, the school will send 10 people, including Gina Wells (principal), Kim Fullton (Magnet Resource Teacher) Jessica Messina (art teacher), Carmy Buleje (Music Teacher),  John Miller (band teacher), Christine Jones (1st grade teacher), Heather Treciokas (4th grade teacher), Amanda Stilwell (2nd grade teacher), Carroll Ryan (6th Grade TeacheR), and Maribel Torres (teaching assistant), to Connecticut College this summer for a weeklong HOT Schools Summer Institute.
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