Special Guest Speaker
Colonel Ann Wright
Ann Wright resigned from the U.S. Foreign Service on March 19, 2003, while serving as Deputy Chief of Mission at the US Embassy in Mongolia. She resigned due to her disagreement with the Bush administration's decision to go to war in Iraq without the authorization of the UN Security Council, the lack of effort in resolving the Israel-Palestinian situation, the lack of policy on North Korea and unnecessary curtailment of civil liberties in the United States. More on Col. Wright below.
The Greater New Haven Peace Council presents:
Finding Our Voices
a new film from DreamCatcher Films, Inc.
Thursday, 2008 July 3
New Haven Peoples Center, 7:00 pm
37 Howe Street, New Haven 624-8664
(Donation suggested $5 or what you
can afford. Refreshments included)
Finding Our Voices presents images of dissent in the first years of the new century. While there are many issues at stake, none is more immediate or fraught with conflict than the U.S. at war. It divides the country, and many label those opposed to both the war in Iraq and some of the methods in the war on terror, as "unpatriotic." To challenge the dominant national view takes deep conviction and deeper courage.
In Finding Our Voices we celebrate the unsung heroes who dare to wage peace.
 

Narrated by
Martin Sheen
Finding Our Voices
Family and friends outside Dover Air Force base© denied entry to meet the returning coffins of their sons and daughters, brothers or wives.
Grandmothers, the parents of victims of September 11th 2001© peacefully enduring arrest to stop a war they feel their lost children would never condone
American diplomats© resigning their commissions in defense of an internationalist diplomacy no longer practiced by a country rapidly moving towards a new form of Imperialism
A decorated soldier led away by military police to serve a year in prison© because he could no longer in conscience serve in a war he views as unjust
These are images of dissent in the first years of the new century. But who are these people? What motivates them, how do their public actions reflect their vision for their country and their world? While there are many issues at stake in an emerging progressive movement, none is more immediate or fraught with conflict than the U.S. at war. It divides the country, and many label those opposed to both the war in Iraq and some of the methods in the war on terror, as 'unpatriotic.' To challenge the dominant national view takes deep conviction and deeper courage.
In Finding Our Voices we celebrate the unsung heroes who dare to wage peace, people like:

 

Adele Welty, the mother of firefighter Timmy Welty who perished at the World Trade Center on September 11th 2001, is a member of Families of 9/11 For Peaceful Tomorrows. She has protested against the war in Iraq to prevent Timmy's legacy being used to justify the killing of innocent civilians. Someone who was not an activist during Timmy's life, Adele now works for immigrant rights and currently is lobbying Congress for passage of the Dream Act.
John Brady Kiesling is a U.S. diplomat who at the height of his successful 20-year career in the State Department publicly protested the invasion of Iraq and resigned in early 2003. He recently published a book titled Diplomacy Lessons, about diplomatic solutions to international conflicts.
Camilo Mejia, an immigrant from Nicaragua and Costa Rica joined the Army for educational benefits and served 4 years active duty and 4 years as an Army Reservist. Decorated and promoted for previous earlier service, during his duty in Iraq, he was asked to abuse Iraqi prisoners, and refused. On leave he went AWOL rather than return to Iraq. Five months later he turned himself over to authorities to call attention to U.S. policies. At his court martial, he was not allowed to present the motivations for his actions in his defense. Camilo served 9 months in a military prison in Oklahoma for desertion.
Finding Our Voices is a documentary that introduces the audience to these and other peaceful patriots who march, sacrifice their jobs, risk imprisonment and face ridicule to act for a peaceful America. The film explores their causes and their lives, presenting their common convictions and their myriad diversity. We look at their dissent since the world shattering events of September 11th 2001 and the U.S. invasion of Iraq, in the context of history, constitutional rights, and the changing face of law and policy, and most importantly we document their desire to create a better future for their children and grandchildren. The film weaves together dramatic hand held amateur street footage and personal stories and interviews, with news footage of contemporary events. Our cameras capture intimate moments with a mother who lost her son in what she terms, "a worthless, senseless war that we are never going to win." We see activists demanding that members of congress present truthful accounts of the situation in Iraq, and hear a passionate preacher reminding his congregation that the power of democracy lies in their hands. In a nation where almost half of the population questioned from the outset the U.S. invasion of Iraq, and wherein now more than half see it as wrong, it seems obvious that we should see and hear the voices of those who have publicly spoken and acted against that war. Finding Our Voices presents their story. From grandmothers to legislators, from soldiers to musicians these activists for non-violence share a different way of being American. In a society that at best marginalizes their dissent and at worst condemns it to ridicule and even active suppression© they pick up the banner of idealism. In Finding Our Voices we raise their voices, to be heard by all of us living in times of conflict, and for the generations to come© reminding us that passion for justice and commitment to a cooperative and peaceful world is possible© that any and all of us can wage peace.
Col. Ann Wright
From her recent book
DISSENT: Voices of Conscience
GOVERNMENT INSIDERS SPEAK OUT AGAINST THE WAR IN IRAQ
Authors: Col. (ret.) Ann Wright and Susan Dixon
Foreword by Daniel Ellsberg
"When the actions of government become dangerous to the security of the nation, it takes a special courage for men and women inside the government to speak out. If we care about keeping democracy alive, we must welcome this book. "
-Howard Zinn, author of A People's History of the U.S.
During the run-up to war in Iraq, Army Colonel (Ret.) and diplomat Ann Wright resigned her State Department post. She was one among dozens of government insiders and active-duty military personnel who leaked documents, spoke out, resigned, or refused to deploy in protest of government actions they felt were illegal. In Dissent: Voices of Conscience, Ann Wright and Susan Dixon tell the stories of these men and women, who risked careers, reputations, and even freedom out of loyalty to the Constitution and the rule of law.
"This © illuminating and remarkably impressive © book should be leaked into the government. © This book could awaken © officials to withdraw their complicity and © tell the truth to [the public]. This country will not escape further human, legal, and moral catastrophes, or preserve itself as a democratic, constitutional republic, if that does not happen.  If you're at all like me, you will have a whole set of new heroes when you finish reading this. ©Dissent: Voices of Conscience could change your life."   - from the Foreword, by Daniel Ellsberg
"Voices of conscience are usually smothered in spin. That the stories of these heroes are recorded here gives me great hope and shows that it is still possible to do the right thing."
-Ray McGovern, Retired CIA Analyst and Presidential Briefer for George H. W. Bush
"As a soldier and a diplomat, Ann Wright always placed her country, its direction, and its welfare at the top of her priority list. She is, without question, one of the most honest and ethical individuals I have been privileged to know. I salute Ann Wright and the powerful voices of truth heard in Dissent. "
-Brigadier General (Ret.) Pat Foote, Former Commanding General, Fort Belvoir, Virginia
Ann Wright is not one to be silenced. -Ms. Magazineoote
"Ann Wright is an American hero. She has shown immense bravery and resolve in her quest for peace. For her energy and commitment to peace, justice, and strengthening democratic principles, Ann Wright has earned the first annual Truthout Freedom and Democracy Award.
- Victoria Harper, truthout.org
"Truthout has traveled the country covering the anti-war movement, and wherever we go, Ann Wright is there providing steady leadership. We recently announced that Ann was one of three recipients of our first annual Freedom and Democracy Award. I'm sure I will see her soon. Wherever there is an important event calling for peace, Ann Wright will be there, leading by example."
-Scott Galindez, truthout.org
