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Common Ground Students Show Dramatic CAPT Gains
New Haven, CT, July 15, 2008 – At Common Ground High School, 10th grade students have scored huge gains on the state-wide Connecticut Academic Performance Tests.  Data released today by the State Department of Education indicate that the number of students earning proficient scores doubled or nearly doubled in every content area from 2007 to 2008.

In reading, 77% of students earned proficient scores, up from 30% last year.  In math, the increase was from 30% to 58%; in writing, from 41% to 84%; and in science, from 26% to 50%.  
Since its founding, Common Ground has emphasized academic achievement in the context of authentic, relevant learning and a focus on the urban environment.  The school’s small size has allowed it to meet students where they are, and to link them with opportunities to learn both inside and outside of school.  Common Ground students have always experienced success; 90% of graduates were admitted to college over the last several years.  Students from this year’s graduating class were accepted to Hampshire College, Morehouse University, the University of Connecticut, Albertus Magnus University, and a number of other colleges.  
But over the past three years, Common Ground has renewed its emphasis on the core curriculum and on increasing the academic supports for all students, including those entering below grade level.  All teachers employ a set of research-based effective teaching practices and work from course plans based on state academic standards.  Groups of teachers meet in data teams to look at student work, discuss levels of achievement, and integrate CAPT-like tasks into their courses.  In the process, Common Ground has maintained and strengthened its environmental mission; students take courses in biodiversity, architecture, and environmental justice alongside British literature, algebra 2, and Spanish literature.  
“We’re starting to see real results from our efforts to improve,” says Oliver Barton, school director.  “Usually, school improvement is slow and incremental.  We have been questioning all of our practices, and making significant changes in how we engage students, for several years.  Now, we’re seeing a big leap in our students’ progress.  We’re proud of them.”     

The CAPT test measures students’ performance on a series of reading, writing, math, and science tasks.  For instance, on the writing test, students read two newspaper articles and write a letter to a decision-maker in which they use the articles to take and defend a point of view.  Students can earn scores that fall into 1 of 5 “bands” on the CAPT test.  Band 3, “Proficient,” is the target set for Connecticut students under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act.   
About Common Ground.  Common Ground High School is Connecticut’s only charter school focused on the environment. It is also a small college preparatory high school, helping students develop the skills and knowledge to succeed after graduation.  Last year, more than 90% of Common Ground seniors were accepted to college.  Through hands-on inquiry, research, and investigation, students develop academic accomplishment, ecological literacy, commitment to community, and strong character. Students contribute to the building and operating of Common Ground’s urban farm and environmental education center. Raising plants and animals, studying neighborhood, social and environmental issues, and investigating the dramatic ridge environment are part of the academic courses. Common Ground is located on the New Haven Ecology Project's 20-acre site at the base of West Rock Ridge in New Haven, CT.
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