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-PRESS RELEASE-

CITY REFUTES ALLEGATIONS IN 9TH SQUARE FIRE AND STANDS AGAINST THREATS

FROM PROPERTY OWNER

NEW HAVEN- At a news conference today, Mayor John DeStefano, Jr.

unveiled a threat made by Paul Denz, principal of Mid Block Development,

to the City regarding property involved in last December’s Ninth

Square Fire. Through his representative, Denz communicated with John

Ward, the City’s corporation Counsel asking for the City to facilitate

a real estate transaction with developer David Nyberg. In his

conversation with Ward, Denz’s representative presented a list of

eight talking points where he makes false allegations against the City

and communicates that if the City doesn’t concede to his request, he

will release video footage to the media.The City requested a copy of

this video Friday but has received no response from Denz or his

representative.

“For Denz to threaten the City like this is despicable. What does he

want us to do, eat $1.8 million in taxpayer dollars?” said DeStefano.

“This is just another example of Denz’s pattern of refusing to take

responsibility. If there was any wrongdoing at any point we’ll let the

chips fall where we lay and we’ll take responsibility, we’ll hold

ourselves accountable and we’ll hold the contractors accountable. But

we’ve acted with prudence and feel comfortable with the decisions

we’ve made.”

The following is a point by point reproduction of Denz’s letter along

with the City’s responses to each accusation:

1.      The Fire Departments claim that the Brass Monkey’s occupancy

of 265 persons not triggering the Sprinkler Requirement is false in that

they don’t take into account the balance of the building, which had 5

stores that were operational plus 2nd and 3rd Floor space (that’s why

the building had sprinkler).Remind him of the Rhode Island Night Club

Fire.

RESPONSE:  The Brass Monkey did not require a sprinkler system because

its occupancy was less than 300 persons.  In fact, the Brass Monkey’s

occupancy was 265 persons.  A portion of the Kresge building located at

834 Chapel Street was two stories, but the façade made the building

appear to be three stories.  The Brass Monkey was a place of assembly.

As such, its building occupancy was different and separate from the

other businesses/stores that were located in the building.

2.      Jeff Laydon (Laydon Industries) has admitted to not having the

proper license in the newspaper and Andy Rizzo has seconded that as

well. Laydon’s claim that he only hauled material and didn’t do the

demolition can be disproven by us. We believe Manaforte Bros. was

contracted to take down the Hahn Building only.

RESPONSE:  Jeff Laydon’s company was authorized to demolish up to 25

feet or 2.5 stories with the license it was issued.  Based on

information provided to the City, Laydon demolished the Brass Monkey,

which consisted of one story, and all other parts of the Kresge building

that it was licensed to demolish.  Manaforte Bros. was on site on

December 15, 2007.  Manaforte demolished the Hahn building and the

three-story façade for 834 Chapel Street.

3.      We hired a forensics investigator to position a hidden camera

(he can view tapes and photos at our office at any time) on the roof of

the garage that will back up our Laydon claim. The hours of video tape

also show Laydon employees looting (while under the absolute control of

the New Haven Police Department) and Anastasio trucking company and city

employees working from the beginning and throughout the job without any

protective gear, even though the job site was supposed to be a Hazmat

site. Trucks delivering material such as fill to the site were half full

at best.

RESPONSE:  The City does not have any information to support the

allegation by Mr. Denz that Laydon performed work in violation of its

demolition license.  There were two incidents in which Laydon and Abcon

employees removed items from the demolition site.  The Laydon employee

took a can of soda, and the Abcon employee took a phone charger.  The

two contractors were immediately terminated from the job site.  In a

separate incident, the New Haven Variety Store located at 91 Church

Street was looted sometime between 12/20/07 and 2/01/08, according to

the police report on file.  Several boxes of merchandise were stolen

from the store, including cigarettes and various other items.  To date,

there have been no arrests made.  The Abcon employees who handled

asbestos or any other type of hazardous materials were required to wear

hazmat suits and respirators while working with the materials.   Due to

the fact that the demolition was taking place outdoors, only those who

were handling hazardous materials were required to wear protective gear.

 Hazardous material active remediation areas were cordoned off with red

tape, and any worker within those areas were required to wear protective

gear.

4.      The videos and close up photos show that 91 Church Street was

not structurally damaged by fire and that the Hahn building was not

damaged in, any way, by fire.

RESPONSE:  A portion of the New Haven Variety Store needed to be

demolished because the store’s floor was compromised due to the

hundreds of gallons of water used to extinguish the fire.  Thus, a

section of the building was determined to be in imminent danger of

collapse.  The Hahn building had to be demolished because it was

structurally dependent on the Kresge building.

5.      The video tape does show Ladyon (sic) Industries demolishing the

3 story structure (he is not licensed to do so). The New Haven

assessor’s office field card shows it to be a 3 storied structure.

RESPONSE:  834 Chapel Street was not actually three stories.  The

façade was three stories, but the building was two stories with a

slanted roof up to the third floor.  There are several photographs of

Manaforte demolishing the façade of 834 Chapel Street.

6.      Laydon Industries also approved contaminated fill material

(without DEP approval required by law) to be placed on the site where no

fill would normally be placed on a demolition site, demonstrating their

inexperience.

RESPONSE:  Tests performed on the soil have not conclusively shown that

the fill was contaminated.  The fill was placed at the site to allow

heavy machinery and equipment to operate.  If and when the property is

redeveloped, the fill will be removed.

7.      Demolition Crews did undue damage to the roof structure at 91

Church Street in a hasty attempt to rip it down.

RESPONSE:  The contractors started to remove the roof on the New Haven

Variety Store because the building was ordered to be demolished.

Specifically, contractors removed the roof flashing.  Once it was

determined that a portion of the building would not be demolished, the

contractors discontinued work on the building’s roof.

8.      Please also talk about if Nyberg revokes his contract that they

are stuck with me and all of this will come out in short order.

The 9th Square Fire occurred on December 12, 2007 and impacted numerous

businesses on one City block of Chapel and Center Streets between Church

and Orange Streets. The City stands firmly behind demolition orders

issued immediately following the fire required to maintain the

public’s safety. Demolition costs were paid for by the City but

required reimbursement by Denz who has refused to make payment. As a

result, the City maintains a $1.8 million lien against the property.
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