East Rock Neighbors 
Demand More Police Presence
The Neighbors and Businesses of the East Rock Neighborhood 
Are Petitioning The Mayor Of New Haven, John DeStefano and New Haven Police Chief John Lewis For A Greater Police Presence.
In recent months the crime in our neighborhood has become of great concern to us.  Some examples are the following:
· A man living on State Street was stabbed in the face in his own kitchen. 

· Two young men were robbed at gun point on their own front porch on Humphrey Street.
· A woman student was shot during a hold-up -her very first night in New Haven at the corner of Edwards and Nichol Streets
These are just a few of the many incidents that have occurred recently that are troubling us.

Serious, violent crime and property theft of all types from bicycles to automobiles has invaded our neighborhood. There is the sense that any police presence has become reactive rather than committed to the regular policing of our neighborhoods. People are afraid to walk the neighborhood after dark. 
Over the last several months, organized block watches began working together and have contributed to a greater sense of safety and community. As neighbors, through these block watches and working with the police we have tried to make an impact, some even going so far as to begin bicycle and walking patrols. These groups are great and are doing their part to help, but we can’t do it alone. 

WE NEED MORE POLICE PRESENCE.
Several years ago there were Policemen in our neighborhood, walking the beat. We knew them by name and they knew us. There were cops like Chris Kelly, Johnny Burke and Brian Donnelly (to name a few). They knew the problems and the trouble makers in the neighborhood and would discuss these matters with and major crime was, for all intents and purposes, non-existent. Our beat cop was eliminated several years ago, and crime has risen. We see a direct correlation.

East Rock citizens are so frustrated with the level of crime that there are groups who are talking about creating an armed militia.  Before armed civilian patrols begin guarding our neighborhoods or before we are compelled to invite the Guardian Angels to East Rock. 
The Citizens of East Rock want the Re-Establishment of Community based Policing and request the following:

REGULAR BEAT PATROLS- A uniformed officer walking the Upper-State Street Corridor, or bicycling our neighborhood from Bradley Street to East Rock Park and from State Street to Orange Street dedicated to our neighborhood, 7 days a week from 10 AM to 10 PM.
DEDICATED SQUAD CAR PATROLS patrolling from Bradley Street to East Rock Park, State Street to Whitney Avenue. 7 days a week 24 hours a day.
DISPATCHERS TO BE BETTER EDUCATED ON THE ROLE AND IMPORTANCE OF BLOCK WATCH CAPTAINS. By their nature Block Watch Captains deserve a special place at the table and access and recognition are part of this. 
NEW HAVEN AND YALE UNIVERSITY POLICE CRIME PREVENTION PROGRAM. Many of the thieves view the new arrivals of students as easy prey and for good reason. Many arrive with valuables and aren’t taught effective preventive behavior. A program that seeks to redress this by reaching out to new students in order to educate them so that they leave nothing to steal would be an effective tool in preventing crime. 
We Cannot Do This Alone! 
Block Watches can’t do it alone! 
Enough is Enough!! We NEED Your Help
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